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Tus trite remark, that appearances are oft- 
en deceitful, held too true. of the French 
Peer. He possessed nothing noble but his 
title.—He remained, however, some weeks 


at Munster Abbey, and received every at- 


tention which benevolence could suggest. 


Let, amidst all that politeness and hospitali- 


ty which he experienced, a certain captious- | 

ness In argument, a peevishness in his tem- 

per and manner, and. an indisposition to be 

pleased, rendered his society far from agree- 

able to the mild and gentle spirits of the 

family who had taken him under their pro- 
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__  rection.. He discovered i in his conversation I 


and conduct, more and more every day, that 


5 littleness of soul, and that contractedness of 
sentiment, which are the mortifying conco-— 
mitants of want of education and liberal 
knowledge; and which rarely even conver- 
sation with the world, supperadded to rank, 
can supply the place of. For the Mar- 


quis de Ville Neuve, independent of his 


on natural gaiety, which often betrayed 
bim into acts of folly, let fall several 
hints which rendered it perfectly clear that 
nurture and admonition of no valuable 
"kind had been his lot in early life 


that his father was a man who, adorned by 


no literary accomplishment himself, treated 
With contempt every species of learning; 
and locked upon all men of knowledge and 
science as mere pedants.— He also gave Mr 
Belford and family to know, that he was the 
_ _ darling of his mother; that he was from a 
_ child indulged in every request he made, 
and not the least check given to those fol- 
lies and extravagancies of youth, which re- 
Aauire all the delicacy, and prudence, and 
address, of the wisest parents to regulate by 
the laws of moderation.— What could be 
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EXPE Fe? from the son of such a father and 
mother And what can be expected from 

any of the children of persons of superior 
rank, or superior fortune, when their parents 
Iy — of forming their 
minds, at an early perio period, to the love and 


. 


practice of. virtue? In every age, and i in e- 
very nation, a sacred attention to the edu- 


cation of youth of the higher orders, has. 
been productive of personal, domestic, and 
public blessings, beyond all possible calcu- 
lation: While, on the other hand, a general 
neglect on the part of parents of high rank, 
or of superior affluence, have brought in its 
train the most fatal effects to their own fa- 
milies, and to society at large. No powers 
of mind can estimate the extent of the bad 
influences of i ignorance, inattention, dissipa- 
tion, and profligacy, in Persons 0 of elevated: 
stations in life. 


Though the delicacy of attention display 
ed, on the part of Belford and his amiable 
lady and daughter, to the Marquis de Ville 
Neuve, would have excited the warmest e- 
motions of gratitude, in. a. virtuous and: 
grateful breast, yet, scarce any Such. im 
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pressions as these were made on the un- 


formed spirit of this unworthy guest. 
Sentle and placid, however, as Belford's 
temper and manners were, the unhandsome 
returns which the Marquis made for the 
many obligations conferred upon him, and 
the increasing unpleasantness, and, some- 


times, rudeness and insolence of his man- 


untie the knot, than to cut it.—According- 


Iy, so much brains being left to this feeble 
Marquis, as to permit him to observe a 

_ change of disposition towards him in all the 
. family, he soon after took an opportunity 
to express Ins sentiments of gratitude to 
them, particularly to Aurelia; but in such 
2a constrained and unnatural manner, as in- 
dicated the callousness of his own heart; 
While it filed the Honourable mind of Bel. 
kord, with sensations of the most pungent 

a nature. — The Marquis, after a speech wor- 
thy of his intellects and his dispositions, im- 

: parted his intention or PE? out, next 


— 


ners, determined all the family to treat him 
with that polite distance and reserve, which 
would lead him quickly to perceive, if he 
had any degree of understanding or pene- 
tration, that it was their desire, rather to 


= 0s. 


MUNSTER ABBEY. . | | 7 


morning, for the continent. Belford, agree- 
able to his most gracious and uniformly a- 
miable character, attended the Marquis two 


stages from Munster Abbey, and then, with 
an honest and warm heart, took leave of 
him, e him e eee bles-. 


It is impossible for the attentive mind to 

look back on the scene which a few weeks 

presented itself to the eyes of the lovely 
Aurelia ;—to. mark her unexampled huma- 
nity and tenderness for an unknown fellow-. 
_ creature, whom she found almost in the a- 
gonies of death: to reflect on the steadi- 
ness and perseyerance with which she con- 
tinued, to a late hour, to administer relief 
to him, and to recover him to some degree 
of strength: to follow the miserable man 
to the sacred mansion of Belford: to see 
him there treated, for many weeks, with 
the affection of fond parents: to behold 
him restored to perfect health: surely it is 
not possible to take such a retrospect, and 
not, at the same time, be filled with 5 > 
nation. and. horror at the ungrateful. returns 


a this nptinitipled, untutored, and unna- 
tural Gallican. 


. 
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ent Wande. a0 the ge verest ds 
which humanity is called to contend with, 
is a cold and unfeeling return for acts of 
kindness, mercy, and benevolence; which 
we. confer on our fellow creatures ;—and: 
still more so, when these acts are beſtowed 
in a manner wholly disinterested. Such ill 
returns unhappily tend to sour the minds of 
too many who aspire to the character even 
of sanctity. But if, from injurious and un- 
grateful conduct from those whom they 
have even loaded with favours, they become 
tinctured with peevishness, and, of course, 
with misanthropy,—let. such men not dare 
to assume the garb of a religious profession. Y 
Never to be weary in well-doing;” is one 

of the sacred mottos of the sons and daugh- 
ters of genuine benevolence. and true reli- 
gion at the same time, prudence. and 
wisdom unite their voices in dictating ma- 
ny lessons of caution and reserve, after we 
have been frequently disappointed in our 
hopes and — expectations of * 
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As soon as Belford met again his beloved 
wife and daughter, it was natural for the 
family to cast their eyes back on the histo- 


ry of the scenes which had presented them- 


1 selves within a few weeks past :—and here 
the native virtue, the candour, and that 
4 charity which thinketh no evil,” were dis- 
1 played in the gentle and calm discussion of 
the conduct of their recent guest. His de- 


fects of early education, his natural, nation- 


al levity, his many temptations to dissipa- 
tion, his want of understanding, were all 
pleaded alternately by the heavenly inha- 
bitants of this terrestrial paradise, as alle via- 
tions of his improprieties, his errors, and e- 
ven of * rudenesses. c 
The day after Belford returned from es- 
corting the Marquis de Ville Neuve, he re- 
solved to put in execution a plan which he 
had formed a considerable time before, but 
4 which: had been interrupted by his close at- 
tention to this French stranger. The plan 
was, to make a tour over all his large estates 
in the adjacent counties ;—to learn precise- 
h the condition and circumstances of every 


as much accuracy as in his power, every 
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peasant, of every cottager, and of every 
villager ;—to take down in writing, with 


particular relative to their moral characters, 
modes of living, and their industry; to ex- 
amine into the state of the manufactures 
within his domains, and to observe which of 
them were in a prosperous, and which in a 
declining condition ;—to affix, in his own 
mind, certain premiums for the industrious | 
tenant, and labourer, and villager, and . 
tradesman to find out every young per- 
son of distinguished quickness and excel- 
lence in his calling, and to take him under 
his special protection and, finally, to leave 
at each house or cottage, a small treatise, of 
a few pages, composed with perfect simpli- 
city, by himself, which should contain plain 
rules for sober and virtuous living, —for a 
sacred regard to rational piety,—for hating 
all strife and division about any subject re- 
lating to religion and government, —for 
peaceable and quiet dispositions, and for 
faithful attachment to their ee 8 
_— Constitution. 
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| This patriotic plan was worthy of the 
heart of Belford ; and he delayed not to 
F proceed to the execution of it. —As soon as 
he was able to arrange all his scheme in 
proper method, and to take correct notes of 
all the particulars which were to engage his 
attention, he set out, with enthusiasm, on 
this patriotic employment. In the course 
4 of three weeks, by the aid of an intelligent 
and accurate secretary, a man well versed 
in letters, and in domestic affairs, he made 
the round of his several estates, to the joy 
and transport of every virtuous and well. 
doing inhabitant, and to the terror of all the 
idle, intemperate and worthless.— On the 
4  first, he bestowed these rewards which he 
2X judged proportioned to their merit to the 

last, he mingled gentleness of manners with 
I severity, and counsels of. wisdom and affec- | 
2A Hons with marks of just nn 


7 The effects of the n and judi- 
cious operations of this great and good man 
exceed all description. The several orders 
of people on his estates, persons of all trades 
and callings, vied with each other in efforts 


to-precerve, or to gain the favour and we- 
steem of the beloved Lord of the Mandr. 
His example roused the torpor and indolenee 
of some proprietors of land in his vicint - 
SGentlemen of good estates began to be a- 
5 chamed when they saw the tenants of Bel- 
ford drawing double and treble stores of 
grain from their fields, to what their most 
knowir g farmers could bring their '6wn 
grounds to yield. But a spirit of emulation 
is the parent of all excellence. By degrees 
the flame spread to a very consid: able dis- 
tance in every direction in the country. 
Mener 2 was the resort of all ths 
entry of the adjacent coun- 
tries. E very query they were pleabed to 
3 the patriot, (for with this most dis- 
tinguished of all appellations he was now 
dignified by all the country rounc 5 he en- 
ne an n pot usual g 68 


E most ee men, — 4 
their acquaintance * the get and 


; practice of this noblest of all arts, in every 
quarter of the kingdom :;—and his house 
and table were at all seasons * for their 
e 


In the course of: a 3 years, the face of hh 
| the country underwent a complete change. 
Heath, whin, and broom, had now 

almost disappeared ;—lakes and marshes 
were drained, and new creations of thou- 
A sands of acres of rich and valuable soil were 
gained, which had lain use less since the 
flood. 

Fer characters among men, — indeed 
scarce any, claim more respect * affec- 
tion, —nay, veneration,—than a man of 
rank or of opulence, who, possessed of 
large estates in land, de votes much of his 
time and attention to bring his lands to 

1 the highest possible degree of cultivation: 
Every man of this condition, who, from 
the time he enters on his estate, endeavours 
by every effort to distinguish himself as the 
patron and support of the farmer, deserves 
a statue to be erected to his memory ;—-. 


nay, every gentleman, of even moderate | . 
Vol. II. N 8 


"ay Pa TT Ries W py TY 
E” A l Ceram "who is assidübüs in 
tte meliorätion of every Ate —— firs 
house, and in giving Every” en. 


mans 
5 cburagement in his power to | the ads | i 
Sts farmer who rents his fields.” But whe 
we Sübjofn another quality to the 288180 
cultivator of the earth,” We complete” His 
character the qiiality 2 mean” is, gene- 
rosity of soul in giving proper leases to his 
tenatits, Land in treating then as His chil- 
ren, Land hot as mere dependents, whom 
be is entitled to squeeze by cruel racked 
rents. It deserves Also to be mentioned, 
that every gentleman” of eſtate, and Wide 
family has been of some standing, Should 
be acquainted to a certain degree wish clas- 
: sical learning. 'This accomplishment, with 
good sense 1 "IRE breeding, throws a 
| racter, Kong Hite, 


car rotten On | 

her a more pitiable, a more 
*melanc Abel anget, cannot present itself to 
the eye of taste, elegance and discern- 
ment, than a man of f property, which has 
| Yeacended by inheritance to him for gene- 


. 


y Btergte : 1 Je 
public spirit, and, perhaps, a Hard lord to an 
industrious and Soher peasantry. ii GN; 
being is a moral and mae nuiſance 
and, though he, deserves hot 10 live, vet 
te order of society —— 5 A bg Tante 
; be permitted, to exist. 5 this order of 8 
squires, and higher than ase Ne n 8 
f in EVELY; COLNE of Britain. 805. 
91 494019 4 718 fri 10e 10 Teer 
N ations advance to maturity only by de- 
grees : Much improvement, and muc h 295 
lsh of . kind are xet to take place; ere 
the higher orders of men in the three king- 
doms — that lustre ber ee 
station, which.c can, enen lignify and e 
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While Belford Was Too: ugusly empleged. 
in these schemes of priyate and public be- 
1 which increased the stock of ru- 
ral ness and prosperity, around him; a 

circumstance occurred which tended. to af- 
feet in some measure bis domestic felicit . 
His lovely daughter was uni uniyersally admir- 
ed, and, independently of "Si superior beau- 
Ses8ed the enchanting quality of 


{ 
* 55 ” 
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1 a very superior fortune i in Prospect. 4 
— These united allurements have produced $ 
wonderful effects on the minds of admirers 
'of the fair « SEX IN all ages, The eldest son 
of a wealthy Knight of a very old family, 
and of a handsome fortune, Was one of Au- 
relia's gevoted admirers.— The 1 name of the 1 
Knight was Sir John Hidley. The heir ap- 1 
parent was a young man of an elegant ap- 
pearance, and had much of the man of 
fashion in his address and manners. But 
| young  Hidley': 8 accomplichments were mere. 
y external : :—He had nothing in him to 
12 gain the esteem, or to win the heart, of a 
lady of 50 superior a nature, as the object 
of his affections. One weakness, or rather 
disgusting failing g. in the opinion of a wo- 
man of understandin g. marked this youn 8 
man to a very great degree. Tt was an in- 
cessant loquacity, at all times, and i in every ö 
company, without any regard to superior 
rank, or knowledge, or age, or profession. 
This indication of defect of intellect, not to 
say of becoming modesty, rendered him con- | 
temptible in the mind of the discerning Au- 
relia: And though his form was elegant, 
and nis address and manner (as we HAVE al- 
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£3 Of Frts, JO If: DUO 5. W 


to, observe, towar 8 E 1 to Whom 8 DE. ky 


HMI In N BL a» 8 
det termine not t give h er hand. Lade 
! een gu SE & $4 43 13 


it was with this most amiable young i 
fixed principle, | Which no temptation + 


Ae ur Nes even of princely splendor, could 


. 3 


could A at. the same time "bestow | her e er 


1 


stem and ee e . this 1 prin- 


{&K * 


— the. man L NY, As 
her affections. 
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Young Ha,” however, os to per- | 
Severe in his. addresses to Aurelia; 7 relyin 8. 
no doubt, on the consciousness of his supe- 
rior fortune, and of external personal qua- 
hies. The lady e con tinued to follow: 10 


. . 


\ 


A purpose, dhe received him 
with on civility —nay;;sometimeswith i in⸗ 
lications of arersion. A fool discerne no- 
ting quick y-, nay, he often misinterprets 

what « moderate” degree of understanding 

en wely. Taugt, too, by the 

18 ur ignorant companions to whom 

his passion was known; that all women are 
coquettes in love, —that they are creatures 

of mere affec tation, and wish always to 
enhance the value of the honours! and fa- 

| yours which they are to confer on their lo- 
vers: instructed by these lessons of folly 
and falsehood, Hidley' perse vered to harrass 

and teaze this amiable young lady to z 

a length, that a peremptory command, not 

to enter 6 NI "Was: TOs: conse⸗ 
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But the sage instructors of this foolisH. 
youth did not cease to assure him, that Aus 
xelia's conduct was mere coquetry and 
did not fail to repeat to him daily those 
mean, false, and licentjous maxims which 
govern the minds of libertines, in their ad- 
dresses to women of honour and virtue: 
They insinuated, (in ms coarse express 


| Uh 


3 BK sion.) that Belford . vy 
= vhich the fort was: tor be attacked with susa 
4 cess,—and: that the -progpeet-of ten thou 
and pounds a- year, to be added toi the es. 
ates which he was to leave to his daugh ß 
ter, would not fail to make a:powerful im- 
pression on his sentiments. But men f 
Nunprineipled minds, and, of dissipated lives, 
Can form no just idea af what Taent 
heart of such spotless purity as Belford' 3. 
He had perceived the attentions af young; 
Hidley for a few weeks past, and had Just 
taken the resolution to impart his om sen- 
timents on this momentous business to his 
beloved child, when: the lover made his ap- 
W pearance in the avenue to Munster Ab- 
bey. Belford met him a: few yards from 
the house, and gave him the opportunity 
he wished for to open his mind for the 
W firſt time to him, on the subject of his 
attachment to his daughter. After having 
declared, in strains of rapturous Affection, | 
his admiration: of Aurelia, - and request. 
ed, with the most ardent importunity, the 
favour and countenance af her father, 
W chis amiable parent calmly and polite- 
= 1» addressed him, with these sentiments, 
which can be easily anticipated by men * 
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| ws brd exe gfe den he i 
* 4 title ate ae — in the 
| Kagan e chat. on his n Fart. - 


in a matter of 3 nfoit 
| marriage. His' paternal 8 gx added, - 
were ever ready to assist and direct her 


5 5 views but beyond e counsel and direction,. 


be would never proceed one step in controul-- 
ing the choice of Aurelia, in 1 e 
8 and taste, he | . reads ee 


Senglons, 3 serious et 50- interegt- 

ing an object was before them, as an union 
for life; and that he was firmly persuaded 
Aurelia had not yet seen that man Who 80 
perfectly answered to her idea of accom- 
8 that she could venture to _ 


> life with him. 
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CHAP. U. 


; PORES the joys Sad: innocent festi- 
vity of Munster Abbey flowed on in their 
usual delightful course: Time was here di- 
vided in a rational manner: The morning 
was consecrated to studies which tended to 
improve the understanding and the heart: 
After breakfast, the duties of active life 
engaged Belford, his amiable, but delicate 
spouse, and his beloved daughter Every 
day was marked by some new scheme of 
benevolence for promoting the happiness, 
or alleviating the distresses, of the poor a- 
round them ;—and if ever the blessings of 
the indigent, and of the widow, the father- 
less, the orphan, and the forlorn, ensured 
happiness to any individual or to any fami- 
ly, it was bounteously showered by merci- 


% 
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ful W on this angelic emily. But 
Every sublunary enjoyment is mingled with 
a destined alloy. For sometime past Mrs 
Belford's health was visibly on the decline, 
although her complaints had never been 80 
severe, as to exclude her from partaking of 
the amusements and pleasures of the fami- 
Iy, and of company. In the ensuing spring, 
however, the symptoms ef decline became 
alarming, and, upon consulting the first me- 
_ ical characters in tlie kingdom, it was 
deemed necessary that she should travel to, 
and inhabit for some time, Montpelier, in 
the south of France, the salubrity of which 
has so often proved efficacious in decays :— 
And accordingly, with as great i 
as the requisite preparations could be made, 
they set out from Munster Abbey with a 
suite becoming their rank. The prayers of 
all their neighbours attended them :—and 
tears of the poor flowed with unaffected 
sorrow for the departure of their beloved 
protectors, and from their fears that the re- 
vered lady of the manor should never * 
return. 
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QE great 9 ones wa this is world. have: fri. 
volous, how insignificant. are all the com- 
bined j Joys. and. flee ing pleasures Which are 
| the offspring, of never ceasing bustle and 
dissipation, compared with that solid Satis- 
faction Which flows in upon the soul from 
the consciousness of. a regular discharge of 
the Many relative duties of. elevated station, 8 
or of superior, affluence The feeling expe 
rienced by this blessed family, when leav- 
ing Munster Abbey, must have exceeded 
all Power, of expression.— —Yet it is in the 
power of every family of distinction i in the 
kingdom, (if dissipation and folly, have. not. 
brought, them into despised circumstances, 
to experience the same pleasures, or at least 
some degrees of these Pleasures, every day, 
which we, have now seen Belford and his 
family reapin g as the reward of. their most 


. 


8 exemplary. virtue. WE 


- Temperance. and = are e the parents « of. 
Economy ,— —and ccοOmy alone can per- 
mit the affluent to. employ. 2 considerable ” 
share of their fortune in acts of private be- 
neficence or of public utility. Confusion 
and intemperance banish economy, and 1 

n C | 


” 


— 
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prevent the ee 4 relieving the dis- 
tresses of the miserable, or of promoting any 
scheme for the general good. Happy, 
thrice happy, would it be for the great and 
the rich, if such maxims as these were in- 
culcated on the minds of young men of for- 
tune from their earliest youth. We should 
not, in this case, behold the many misera- 
ble objects in city and country, not only 


- Wholly useless members of society, but, a- 


las! most pernicious by their contagious 
examples. Wise men are of opinion, that 
When dissipation and vice mark the cha- 


Tacters of the great proportion ef persons 


of the first rank in any nation, no remedy 
but one can cure the fatal malady :—And- 


that remedy is an awful one : —it is na- 


tional calamity :—may heaven avert it !— 
but it is in the moral world, as in the na- 
tural, effects flow naturally from their 


causes. If a distempered person has no 
salutary medicines administered to him, or 
jf the patient obstinately refuses to receive 
hben, Mm must be the n 


After this tender and interesting scene at 
| Munster Abbey was over, the family set 
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out for Dover, where they arrived on the 
tenth day by slow journeys, on account of 
Mrs Belford's state of health. In order to 
recruit her spirits, which had been infinite- 
ly exhausted, even by a short journey, and 
to amuse her mind, a few days were spent 
at Canterbury, the ancient and celebrated 
seat of the metropolitan of England; 


 Belford was not only a man of consum. 
mate moral excellence, but an accomplish- 
ed gentleman, which no man ever can be, 
without having received a polished educa- 
tion, and been also careful, after the period 
appointed for education is over, studiously 
to improve his mind. He was perfectly 
acquainted with the history of his country, 
both civil and ecclesiastic,—and he was e- 3 
qually able and disposed to mention with. 
reverence, to the ladies, many of the names 
of those illustrious men who adorned the 
chapter of Canterbury. If there were, a- 
mong those names, any who, by weakness 
or folly, had dishonoured their rank, or 
who, in rude ages, had been transported in- 
to acts of violence, by the influence of bi- 
gotry and superstition, the benignity of his 5 
'Q A 


Soul either "concealed their names, or he 
"threw a charitable veil over their imper- 
fections. Belford's elegant, refined mind, 
” however strong his internal disapprobation 
of characters living or departed, never per- 
mitted him to descend to the plebeian prac- 


tice of abusive expr ession, coarse epithet, or 


walignant description. Many departed he- 


Toes, in the cause of religion and liberty, he 


mentioned with rapture to his daughter, 
though his narrative, from the shortness * 
. ye; was 2s 8 e | 


ay 


8 was on = the third Lay: after the: family 


bt . b/c Conterbury; that Mr Beier bd 


Aurelia resolved to spend some time in vi- 


siting the tombs in the church yard of that 


.city. - While they were indulging this me- 


lancholy but instruetive curiosity, their at- 
_ *tention- was arrested by a scene truly in- 


teresting and affecting They observed, at 


the distance of thirty or forty yards, a 
young man standing in a pensive attitude, 
with his hands folded on his breast, and his 
eyes several times ra 


ised to the Heavens, as 
if he had been transported by the fervours 


of devotion. | Delicacy forbade to intrude 


% 


upon the amiable 8 mour ning 


* 
i 
«> : 9 


4 | and devotion were mingled 1 in his gestures. 


However, they gently approached the spot 
where cg was stationed:— He stood silent 
and motionless; as they advanced. —After a 
few moments, he beat on his breast, and ex- 
claimed, in the agonies of grief, «.0 my e- 
ver, ever beloved Louisa — my ever revered 
and adorable sister here lie your sacred, 
. your dear remains !—but I know, I know 
* your immortal part is now united with the 
blessed spirits of vonder regions of glory and 
felicity If thou art permitted to look 
| down upon the scenes of this lower world, 
Land if power is given thee by the Al- 
mighty to be a ministring angel to frail 
mortals,. O, my Louisa, impart to my soul 
some portion of that virtue and goodness 
which irradiated thy whole lite, while in | 


this valley of tears. th 


$6 thine effusions of fraternal piety, 

he gently moved forward, —and, Pausing a 

moment, he seemed again absorbed in me- 

ditation :—But in a little time, he softly 

turned, and locked back towards the tomb 

he had Just left, At this moment he per- 
"ME . 
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ceived Belford and Aurelia Rn TY 
eing: He appeared as if in some degree of 
Confusion: — The tone to which his soul had 
been wrought up by grief and solemn re- 
becten. did not admit of a rapid transition 
to observe ordinary objects: But no ordi- 
nary object presented itself: The moment 
his eyes beheld Aurelia, he seemed enchant- 
ed, his looks betrayed the emotions of his 
soul, —it had a mixture of the wild with the 
| affectionate no wonder '—for all who e- 
ver beheld his lovely sister, and the daugh- 
ter of Belford, agreed in observing the most 
striking similarity i in form, in features, and 
in 4 between Louisa 88 Aurea. 


* ds destined that tha bats bl 
not be the only interview they should en 
Joy. Meanwhile, the family pre pared to 

_ embark at Dover, and next * set 


Sail with a fair wind. YE 1 ONTY 


The passage to Calais was « short and "Tg 

_ nant, save a little sea-sickness on the part 
of the ladies. In order to indulge the cu- 

_ riosity "of Mrs Belford and Aurelia, —-and 

_ leo to give his wife tim time to recover the it. 
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tle derangement She experienced from the 
-sea-air, Mr Belford remained three or four 
-days at this once celebrated city. Indeed, 
there was not much to gratify taste to be 
seen in the place, or its environs, excepting 
the fortifications, or rather the remains of 
these fortifications, which, in former times, 
rendered it "RING impregnable. 5 


"Before onr family had left Wan FEI 

bey, it was determined to observe, as much 
as Mrs Belford's delicate state of health 
would permit, the manners and customs of 
the several provinces of France; and of the 
provinces, or republics, or Wade of Italy, 
through which they were to travel. These 
remarks were indeed often interrupted or 
suspended by Mrs Belford's situation, but 
not so much prevented, as to forbid the 1 | 
party fo collect many valuable observations, 
and even anecdotes, of celebrated names in 
these countries. From Calais to Rome, the | 
characters, manners, and customs of the 
inhabitants, bore a wonderful assimilation, 

compared with their resemblance to those 

of the sons and daughters of Britain. The 
sprightliness and levity of a Frenchman is al- 
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most a perfect contrast to the steadiness, the 


1 and even the gravity of the ge- 
of Britons: And it is a curious, and 


nearly a singular fact, in the natural history 


(if we may 80 call it) of nations, that since 
the days of the celebrated Roman Histo- i 


rian *, the French have retained, among all 
the kingdoms of Europe, precisely the same 
character which that great author ascribes 
to them. It is true, there are various mo- 
dificatiens of character and of manners, in 
the different provinces of France; but the 
e Frenchman is seen in them all. 


In Italy the * is striking; 8 vet x | 


| strong like ness is-observable by every tra- 
veller of discernment. Both kingdoms have 
given birth in every age to men of high 
fame and superior worth; far great are the 
ee of their climate, above every o- 
ther i in Europe: But the wretched govern- 
ments by which they have been for centu- 
ries afflicted, has wonderfully diminished the 
numbers of those men in every order of so- 
ciety, who would in different situations have 


e * Tacitus. 


es a wa 


; distin uiched the mselves by the superiority 
of their genius, had they lived under the 
benign influences of a mild and free govern= 
ment. A. traveller, however, of taste and 
education, (for both these qualifications. are 
absolutely requisite in every traveller who 
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would not wish to return to his country with 


the character of a fool,) must draw ten thou- 
sands of pleasures from the vast variety of 
sources which open to his eye in this de- 


lightful and extended tour. The cities, the 


towns, the villages, the seats of families of 


rank and fortune, the fortresses, the cita- 
dels, the fields, and many of the high roads, : 


are objects of one species which must strike 


every judicious mind. But the enchanting 
manners of the people of fashion, their easy, 

their polite, their disengaged address, form 
such à contrast to the manners of almost 
every other European nation, that it must 
be highly captivating at least to a young 
mind of an elegant or social turn. We are 
here, however, speaking only of those plea- 


ares, or the sources of those pleasures, which 


are of a secondary nature, where only taste, 
elegance, fine- breeding, or splendor, pre- 


sent themselves, Of the in from 
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5 . more refitied delights flow in upon 
me mind, few, alas! is the number to be 
discovered by the most inquisitive, or chari- 
tably minded traveller. The morality of 
f France and Italy have been for centuries 
past regulated by a very low standard: 

Though, as has been mentioned above, many 
individ uals in both kingdoms have shone 
conspicuous for every quality which - adorns 
humanity; ; yet, from the nature of the re- 
gion and government of both countries, 
morals, in the higher and lower orders, have 
deen relaxed to a most lamentable de gree. 


The reader will EN this apparent di- 
gression. The author tumbly presumes it 
may be attended with some benefit to un- 
experienced and modest young men, who 
travel into foreign parts in quest of Know- 
edge, and to make observations. | 


3 "Mrs Belford, for Set EY bore 
| _ fatigue of the journey beyond expecta- 
tion ;—bnt at Fontainbleau, she became 
suddenly affected with a "Lind öf h r 8. 
which justly mares her affectionate hus- 
Hand and daughter. * medical aid, _ : 


/ 
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EVET, ind favoured by 5ound rest during He 
the night, she Was able i in | four days t to set 
out on their 3 ney. | 


<< our aloe! were not p with | 
the highest spirits, from Mrs Belford's state 
of health, of course many observations es- 
caped them, which otherwise would have 
attracted their attention and their taste. 
We shall, therefore, without any more his- 
tory of small occurrences, only take notice, 
that the route they pursued was not exact - 
ly towards Montpelier. —From Fontain- 
bleau, they proceeded through Orleannois, 

Nivernois, Bourbonnois, Lyonnols, Au- 
yergne, and eee, to their nn, of” 
destination. Wes 


* 


Short stages, and gentle motion in their 
carriage, enabled the amiable invalid to 
support her spirits to a wonderful degree. 
They were, in fact, censiderably gupported - . 
by one object, which must strike every 
traveller with astonishment,—and which 
presented itself towards the close of their f | 
journey :—this was the canal of Languedoc, : 
begun by Lewis XIV. in 1666, and com- 


— 
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pleted 1 which this strange 
and l inconsistent Monarch Had in view by 
this wonderful work, — was to form a com- 
munication between the Ocean and the Me- 
dliterranean, for the more speedy passage 

8 of the F rench fleet. — But, after a most e- 
normous expence, it has not answered the 
end intended by it. It was carried on a- 
bove an hundred miles, over hills and val- 
=} end even en a mountain, in one 

5 Rare. 5 | 


E-.- | After a journey of oaths se ven eee 
miles, the family. of Belford arrived at 

Montpelier, which they effected in eleven 

weeks. Mrs Belford, as , well as Belford 
and Aurelia, were charmed with the place. 
Of the purity of the air, —and the Serenity 
ol the sky. they had formed no idea be- 
bore their arrival. The beauty alſo, and 
the fertility 0 of the country all around, were 
AE —— | 


8 bud. not I, established in 8 
: lodgings. many days, when there Was a 
GE pleasing and striking change for the better 


in Mrs Belford's looks, —and as remarkable 
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an alteration in her spirits. But, alas! 
these delightful symptoms were of short du- 
ration Her constitution was shaken to 
the foundation: — Her complaints were of 
the most alarming nature :—And though 
the most eminent physicians were called to 
her aid, yet it was visible she was daily los- 
ing strength. Another gleam of hope, 
however, raised the drooping spirits of the 
best of men, and the most dutiful of daugh- 
ters; and they fondly flattered themselves 
with the transporting idea of Mrs Belford's 
convalescence, — from her sleeping well. 
and her return of appetite. She rode out 
in the carriage a few hours every day, and 
seemed to recover her wonted cheerfulneſs 
and spirits. She could receive a small se- 
lect party, and was much pleased with mu- 
sic, being passionately fond of that heaven- 
* and pathetic amusement. 
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CHAP. III. 


D and family had not been more 
than a month at Montpelier, when the charms 
of Aurelia had attracted more than the 
mere attention of many young men of rank 
and fortune in the vicinity of that place.— 
Indeed, it was not possible to behold this 

amiable young lady without admiration and 

affection, mingled with esteem. The state 
of her mother's health, too, gave her some- 
thing of a more interesting air or cast of 
countenance:— For, amidst all her polite 
exertions to shew forth agreeable manners 
in every company, in spite of the most stre- 
nuous effort she could make, the marks of 
some internal emotions were perfectly visiÞ'e 

in her lovely features; — for she now began to 


presage that fatal event which not longhence 
— 2 
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. | : ed a nobleman of ancient family, and of 
awmple fortune.—-His name was Count de 
Bryon:— He was now in the bloom of 


legant and accomplished manners which 


: | 5 emplary filial affection, —and a fond and 
dautiful brother. He had acquired fame, 8 
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and. the avowed. protector of all young 
= nable them to Prosecute their studies to ad- 


* 
— Tg 


the decree 725 heaven had fixed to take 


A fow es ** Montpelier, es 5 1 


: youth, of a graceful. person, and of the e- 


has generally distinguished a man of fa- 
= $8hion in France. But he possessed more 
valuable qualities —He was a young man 
of singular virtue and moral worth, —of ex- 


too, for other acquisitions, which, unfortu- | 

nately for the happiness of mankind, are 
too little valued and respected by the great 
or the affluent in most countries: — He was 
highly informed :—A patron of learning,— 


men of genius, whose finances did not e- 


3 vantage. 


. 


1 is the N of the person who > 
| Aeclared himself the e admirer of 
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. e de Bryon did not” per- 
mit his affection to violate the laws of 
delicacy or prudence He had observ- 
ed in his beloved a superiority of mind, as. 
well as of beauty and form: — He had for 
many months remarked her discernment, 
and soundness of judgment: — And, after a 
period which he considered of sufficient 
length to put it in the power of Miss Bel- 
ford to have a satisfactory acquaintance 
with his character, temper, and dispositions, 
he embraced the first opportunity of im- 
parting to her the warmth of his attach 
ment, and the sincerity of his esteem. 
His addresses were made in that re- 
spectful and elegant manner, which at 
once marked the . and the' man of 


_ SENSE... 


"4 But it was not the will of heaven that 
this amiable nobleman should prove suc- 
cessful in his suit. Aurelia received him 
with all that politeness and attention which 
it becomes every woman to shew to- 
wards a man of honour and character, 


who offers his all to her N Sha. 


— 
42 
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SF ped the. sense . a of 


the very high honour conferred. upon her 
by Count de. Bryon, — her opinion of his 
exalted worth, —and her great respect for 
his general character: — But, with that 
Þ firmness and dignity which never forsook | 
ber, she acquainted him, that there were 


sent determined her not to enter into the 
married state: One above all was deci- 
sive: —this was, the alarming state of her 
mother's health. Her exquisite sense of 
| delicacy and propriety, would not permit 
the idea of change in condition at pre- 
sent to enter her mind ;—and, after ex- 
pressing in the strongest terms her grati- 


BB Aude for his partiality, she requested of him 
co withdraw his attentions, and to cease to 


make any future applications of the same 


1 nature, as her vows and resolutions were 
irrevocable. The Count behaved like a 
man of proper spirit and dignity. He was 


perfectly sensible that Miss Belford abhor- 
red the vice of coquetry even in idea, and 
that the spotless purity of her heart revolt- 


| ed at the thought of playing with the af. 


5 fections and happiness of men of honour, 


| p 
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Such 3 he 1 were too 2 
mon in both sexes ;—but he also knew, 
that the frequency of the crime never could 
lessen the infamy of it; and that none 
who were guilty of it, became, in future 
fe, either happy husbands or wives. This 
prudent and spirited nobleman, therefore, 
resolved from henceforth not to visit Au- 
relia, nor a second time to solicit these re- 
turns of affection which it was not in the 
power of a woman of her principles to 
make. He therefore judged it to be the 
wisest step he could take, to travel into 
some foreign country, and there, not only 
dissipate his present melancholy, but also 
add to that stock of knowledge which he 
had already stored up. Like a man of re- 
flection, he concluded also, that time and 
experience would enable him to judge more 
clearly and decisively of the probable re- 
sponse of any fair one whom he should in 
future pay his addresses to, we, Ns l 
ferred * last en, 8 


Din this 8 of n de Rp * 
the giddy and unthinking part of the: 
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world, which indeed compose a wonderful 
proportion of it, will be apt to conclude. 
| that he was a very cold and stoical lover. 
ED —Such a conclusion is worthy of levity and 
© thoughtlessness. With a few exceptions, 
- teazing, importunities, and perseverance, 
as it is called, have not enabled one of a 
thausand lovers to gain his prize ;—but,. 
even then, what sort of prize has. it al- 
ways turned out to be ?—of little value 
Of little value did I say, —of none at 
all: For, caprice, whim, and coquetry, 
are the blessed ingredients of the charac- 
ter of a woman who purposely keeps a 
man in suspence for months, — nay, for 
years, after she is resolved to accept of his 
hand at last. This conduct is utterly be- 
neath a woman of principle ;—and yet it 
is not equal in criminality to the behavi- 
our of those who have at the same time 
many men kept in a species of thraldom, 
by practising upon them silly imposisition 
and deceit, which nothing but judicial in- 
fatuation could prevent them from detect- 


-. 
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ue may talks the liberty farther to- ob. ; 
serve, that neither in our drama, nor on the 
stage, have these vices, practised so frequent- 
ly by dishonourable men and women, been 
exposed to that just odium and indigna- 
tion which their levity deserves: Levity is 
too fair a term :—But what can be more 
unfeeling in man or woman, —what can 
be more unprincipled and immoral, than 
to wantonly sport with the time, health, 
peace, and character of a fellow-crea- 
ture? Every day affords instances of 
unhappy consequences following from a 
blind attachment to the most unworthy ob- 
jects. May some happy, superior genius 
be raised up by heaven, who shall possesss 
the powers of a Demosthenes or a Shake - 
speare, to rouse general horror at the cha- 
racter of coquette in either sex, to expel. 
them all society, and to condemn them to. 


ebene urine 1 ee 
That a hour now approached, 
when Belford and his amiable daughter 
were to be called to sustain one of the hea- 
viest shocks which our frail natures are heirs 


do her acute pain. She gently wore away: 


or fortune ever so high, unless she had sa- 
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to,—the "0h of an amiable and babes 
bee and of a fond, affectionate, and du- 
tiful mother. Mrs Belford's decline had hi- 
therto been gradual ; and, at times, there 
were some gleams of hope, that the original 
strength of her constitution might overcome 
the malignity of her distemper ; but of late, 
that is, about four months after they had 
been at Montpelier, the decline was visibly 
rapid. The ablest medical aid was called 
in :—but no hopes were entertained of con- 
valescence by the physicians, by the afflic- 
ted Belford and daughter, nor by the amia- 
ble Mrs Belford herself. Kind heaven was 
80 gracious and indulgent as not to appoint 


he preserved her understanding in full 
vigour:—She conversed with Belford and 
her darling child, with the utmost compo- 
sure, and gave her, with many blessings, | 
evey affectionate and solemn counsel :— 
She warned her, by every thing sacred, ne- 
ver to seek for happiness i in any sublunary 
object: — to grard her heart against attach- 
ment to any of the other sex, be his rank 
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tisfying evidence that he was a man of vir- 
tue and of moral worth. She, with her dy- 
ing breath, deplored the lot and fate of so 
many poor females, and some of them too 
of high birth, who, from their circumstan- 
ces and situations for life, were induced to 
sacrifice their persons at the shrine of misery. 
In her last moments, she ascribed this fatal 
conduct in so many, rather to the absence 
of all principle, than to indigence of condi- 
tion, —insisting strenuously, that a truly 
virtuous woman, however dependent, will 
Sooner encounter every difficulty, than throw 
herself into the arms of a profligate or a vil- 
lain, because he is great or rich. For some 
days after Mrs Belford had poured forth the 


best, warmest, and most pious sentiments of 


her soul to her beloved child, she was fa- 
voured with an interval of comparative free- 
dom from pain: — nay, the fond hopes of 
the dear husband and daughter were flat- 
tered with the prospect of returning health. 
—But, alas! this was but a delusion of the 
aſfections. Nature was exhausted: A ve 
ry short time after these fayourable symp- 
toms appeared, suddenly strong indications 
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4 of approachin 8 dissolution called forth al 
the sentiments and emotions of connubial 
and filial love, in the breasts of Belford and 
Aurelia. Mrs Belford, after exhausting her 
remaining strength, in blessings and prayers 
on her husband and daughter, fell into a 
kind of torpor, which turned into sleep for 
many hours: —and, after lifting her eyes, 
and looking benignantly, but faintly, around 
her, she raised her hands ;—she made a sign 
for Belford and Aurelia to approach her,. — 
heaved a deep sigh,—and expired in the 
| arms of her affectionate husband. n 


. The scene adhch 9 no fancy has 
ever possessed power to paint, much less a- 
ny orator to describe — There are, and e- 
ver have been, distresses in human life, 
Which baffle all human eloquence to pre- 
ent, even to the soul of e in their 
| EIS colours. 1 3 
| The grief f the afflicted survivors did 
not resemble the boisterous and noisy sor- 
row of common minds — It was internal 
woe. It brooded on the soul —The re- 


if 
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sources of religion were not wanting. — for 
Belford and his daughter were pious, but 
rationally pious: they mourned, but they 
mourned not as those who have no hope:“ 
— They were mortals, therefore they were 


not possessed of perfection: They indul- 


ged, with full flow, the tears of ardent love, 

but, amidst all the overflowings of sor- 

row, they retained the dignity of principle, 

and recollected, that © there is an n 
* time to man __ earth.” 


Monty graciously cies on Belford 
and Aurelia that composure of mind, and 
tranquillity of spirits, which enabled them to 
regulate, with propriety, every circumstance 
respecting the last honours to be paid to 
the memory of her who was no more. The 
generous and enlarged mind of the British 
Protestant, pitied the miserable and con- 
tracted spirit of ecclesiastical domination, 

which forbade christian burial to any Hu- 
guenot; or, at least, forbade that any Pro- 
testant should be buried in the same ceme- 

tery with a Roman Catholic. his was 


a matter of no moment to Belford 5 1 


principles were too exalted, and his under- ay 
Vol. II. == - : 
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standing too enlarged, to regard in what 
spot of this globe the ashes of his beloved 
were deposited, provided they were laid 
down with decency and solemnity:— With 


singular decency and solemnity they were 


deposited; for in Montpelier, and its close 


vicinity, there were many families of the 


first respectability who professed the Pro- 


testant faith :—The principal men of that 
profession attended Belford to perform the 


8 funeral rites to the remains of her who was 


now a seraph 1 in glory :—and even, it is af- 
firmed, the Catholics, in numbers, saw, with 


tender sensibility, the melancholy proces- 


sion, and mingled their tears with those 
whom they dared not to join: For such 
was the popularity of this delightful family 


of Belfords, that they were but a few weeks 


established in Montpelier, when the fame.of 


their superior virtues was carried over all 
the place, and indeed over all the numerous 
parties which are always to. be found there, 


: 0 quest of health or pleasure. 


* 

1 
wy 

k © 


The last solemn th bein g paid to the 
ted saint, the disconsolate husband 
and child found hey could relish none of 
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the gaieties of Montpelier. Though many 
| invalids were assembled here, yet the far 
greater part of the visitors were blessed with 
perfect health :—And the continued rounds 
of balls, assemblies, and routs, little accord- 
ed with with the tone of souls whose feel- 
ings were wound up to the highest pitch of 
grief, and to the strongest desire of solitude. 


Accordingly, after settling, with his u- 
Sual accuracy, every particular respecting 
the funeral of his beloved wife; — after ha- 
ving made a handsome present to a land- 
lord who had paid singular attention to his 
family ;—and leaving a fifty pound bill for 
the poor in his vicinity, Belford ordered his 

carriages to be ready early next morning 

to 1 8 for Lay. 8 6 


It was necessary to wivel slowly on ac- 
count of Mr Belford and his daughter's 
health and spirits; for they were deeply af- 
fected by the late melancholy e event. 


8 Interesting as many objects were which 
presented themselves on the journey, yet 


they did not gratify their curiosity * R | | 2 


V2 
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the present solemnity of the minds of the 


maining at any us or town, above a few 


hours, and to repose at night, till they ar- 


= 5 rived at Turin. At this noble city they re- 
mained eight or ten days, and viewed with 
>. £ admiration the fortifications, which are e- 


al in strength to any in Europe. This. 
*tropolis: of his Sardinian Majesty could 
have afforded great variety of elegant a- 


musements to our travellers; but, in their 


Present state | of mind, they could enjoy none 


visited, however, all the principal public 
buildings, cabinets of curiosities, and the 
public libraries. —In this there was not hing 
but the simple indulgence of a rational cu- 


ht and the . 6G of taste. 


* 


. to see * of the chief Cities of 


Italy, without taking the shortest route to 
Rome, Mr Belford bent his way next for 


lan, —Aurelia joined with her father in 


E : praises of the Milanese.— That country is 


the most delightful and the most fertile in 
Italy. And the approach to the city is beau- 


tiful beyond description. Both Milan and 


its eitadel are fortified strongly. It suited 
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peine to take a view of one of the most 
magnificent Cathedrals in Italy. It was one 
of the first built after the venerable Gothic 
taste; and its treasures, in ecclesiastic riches 
of gold and silver, and precious stones, will 
one day become a valuable prize to some 
5 invader. 


During their short stay at Milan, one 
morning an uncommon spectacle presented 
itself to their astonished minds. It was a 
young man, dressed after the English fashion, 
dragged by a furious mob along the street 
where they lodged. Mr Belford instantly 

dispatched his first servant, with one of the 

sons of his landlord, to learn the cause of 
this violence; when he was in a few minutes 
informed that, in fact, this was a young 

English squire of fortune, who had insulted 
a religious procession as it passed through a 
street in close vicinity. Mr Belford did not 
delay one moment to make enquiry to what 
bersons, civil or gcclesiastic, he should make 
application, in order to attempt to rescue 
his foohish and rude countryman from, per- 
haps, public punishment. Fortunately for 
the young man, Belford had interest and 
E 3 
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35 address to get access to a venerable church- 
man of a liberal mind, and a benevolent 
heart. An adept in the Italian and al- 
most every modern language of Europe, he 
: informed Father Contini that he had got 
perfec tly good information that the foolish - 


18 young Englishman, who had offered the in- 


sult to the rites of religion of this country, 

was scarce nineteen years of age that he 
had last night been revelling with a few more 
of his British brethren to a very late hour, 


2 that the fumes of wine had not yet for- 
== saken his head, when he perceived the pro- 


cession pass his windows, and, amidst deli- 


|. rium, allied out into tlie street, to commit 


the act of folly for which he could offer no 
apology, - but youth and ignorance. The 
good old man bid Belford make himself per- 
fecly easy: he assured him that the head of 


E- the convent to which. his countryman was 
carried, was worthy honourable man, and 


that be would himself instantly accom- 
pany Mr Belford to Father Arrigoni's a- 


5 partments. They immediately proceeded; 


and found poor Spencer the culprit brought 
before ten or twelve stern countenanced 
pPriests. Spencer was placed at a kind of 


+. 


| [MUNSTER ABBEY: | | 1 55 | 


dar, and, besides his austere locking judges 
he was surrounded by guards and — 
of the peace, by A * * ee | 


lemn 3 gy. eee ee 
| We 8 

 Farhor Contini; who a high” "EO 
fices in the church, and who 'was-a personal 
favourite of his Holiness of Rome, was no 
sooner observed to enter the place where 
the assembly was held, than, with a stea- 
dy and commanding voice; he demanded 
an audience, before one article of procedure 
Should take place against a young and 
friendless stranger in a foreign land. Bel- 
ford was astonished at the awe which Con- 
tini's dignity of demeanour impressed on 
the countenance of every one of the sancti- 
fied judges, and even on the countenances 
of the ruffians who surrounded the prisoner. 
In a short, but liberal and eloquent ad- 
dress, he informed the court of all the cir- 
cumstances relating to the young man's 
conduct ;—pleaded the cause of youth, of 
folly, and ignorance: He enlarged on the 
generosity of the-English mation towards all 
toreigners, particularly towards the nation of 
Italy: and Ggoncluded, by requesting that 


5 N TO make, _ an Wen E 
most humble apology for his conduct, and 


= pay a moderate fine to the Convent of Do- 


minicans. Without debate or hesitation, 


the chief of this blessed assembly agreed to- 


the request of Father Contini, and young 
John, after a hearty drubbing, and a more 
A 2 N 


The Wlan priest, who W Spen- 
5 99555 protector and counsellor, carried Bel- 
ford and him to his own house, where, in. 


a mild, yet solemn manner, he offered him 


his most earnest advice never again to 


commit the same offence in this, or in any 


other country; but, on the contrary, whe- 

ther he should travel into Turkey, or China, 
odr Indostan, to remember it was one cha- 
racteristic of an accomplished gentleman, to 


pay a marked external respect to the rites 


of * of every . 


N 1 5 1 W in this serious 


2nd kindly manner, he requested his guests 


5 to take a little refreshment after the fatigue 


of the morning. They politely and grate- 


fully accepted the invitation. Meantime 


8 FEI ne PR * es a 
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Contini, who was a man of learning and en- 
quiry, and had hitherto never known any 
instance of similar outrage to have happen- 
ed at Milan, requested of the young English- 
man to be so obliging as to give him a short 
account of his family and education, benig- 
nantly hoping that his relation might afford. 

some apology for his ener. r 


| Spencer, ng, exprexing himself in a ve- 
ry handsome manner to Father Contini, for 
his singular benevolence and kindness, rea- 
dily agreed to indulge his benefact tor's cu- 
Tory. and thus proceeded, | 


55 Si am the 1 58 son of a wealthy squire. | 
in the south of England, who traces his ori- 
gin beyond William of Normandy:— His 
name is Spencer: — He is a worthy, good-- 
humoured man, beloved by all his peasants, 
and by all his neighbours :— He has a rent- 
roll of ten thousand sterling a year, with 
no more incumbrance than ten or twelve 
thousand pounds: — He has been too indul- 
gent a father; and one of the fatal effects 
of this indulgence you have this day wit- 
| nessed. My mother also did not fail to 
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contribute her share in disqualifying me for 
acting with prudence when I should go in- 
to the world. I had not attained my tenth 
year, when my father, (who loves money,) 

employed the curate of the parish to look 
out for a tutor, (or governor, as the term is 
in my country,) for the domestic education 
ef three sons. The curate was, like too 
many of his poor miserable brethren, not 
only a man of little erudition, and less taste, 


but he was the ten times humble servant of 


the family of Spencerhall. Well aware that 
my father would reluctantly pay fifty pounds 
a year out of his ten thousand, to a peda- 
gogue with whom he could not converse 
(for my father had, like his son, woefully 
neglected his education), the poor depen- 
dant curate procured him a low-born, ill- 
bred lad, from the fens of Lincoln, for 
thirty pounds a-year :—His name was Tom 
Hopper :—Tom looked like a clown, and a 
fool. and a clown he was ;—but no portion 


of thetavt quality formed any ingredient in 


his composition. Tom quickly saw the 

cue of the family, and, in a few days, tho- 
roughly discerned the weak side of every 

man, woman, and child of the house. 4 
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TT he elements of knowledge, nly, thi 
elegant tutor had to impart to his three pu- 
pils ;. and it was the first and the strictest | 
| charge he recived from my father and mo- 

ther, and an old aunt, who governed all, 
that Hopper was never to contradict, re- 
prove, or pur ish, in the slightest degree, a- 
ny of the young gentlemen ;—nay, more, 
he was enjoined and commanded- not to 
teach them a longer lesson than one hour, 


Tutor Hopper remained in the family 
five years. At the expiration of this period 
I was sent to Oxford, a seminary of learning 
which has sent forth more philosophers, and 
more fools, than any in the world. Of the 
merits or demerits of that University, as to 
the ability and ind e of its teachers, I 
profess not to be a competent judge. But 
this I fatally know, — do now experience, 
when I am afraid it is too late, that, what 
with the ignorance, the low-breeding, the 
sycophantisù manners, and the want of 
principle in my domestic tutor, and what 
with the reverse (in manners, at least,) in 
my academical superintendant, who was a 
Professed buck and a fine gentleman, I left 
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Oxford in the beginning of my nineteenth 
year, (that is about 6 months ago) thorough- 


1y disgusted with tutors, professors, and 


books: For I saw I had been lost in my ear- 
her education, and that the habits in which 
I had been bred up, of living half my time 
in the stable- yard, or about the kennel, had 
prevented me from acquirin g any taste for 
letters. Indeed, I wrote to my father to 


deliver me from this learned Purgatory, as 1 


termed the. University; ; and 1 had his im- 


Waile en by return of ac 


{4 
9 


& But * was not full ten 2 EE) 


Ser Sir Charles Chase, a neighbour of 
my father, paid us a visit, and express- 


ed his surprize at my leaving Oxford be- 


fore the usual time of attendance at that 


place. The old gentleman explained to 
the Knight, in a manner perfectly adapt- 


ed to his intellects, the reasons of my 


return to Spencer hall he assured him 


that the young man's spirit was broken by 
being compelled to read Latin two hours a 


day, and spend one hour in some other dry 


pedantic employment, and that upon Dick's 
application he had agreed to receive him at 
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home with all üs heart, in eder ww be per- 
fected in the noble and rational arts of fox, 
badger, and hare-hunting, which would 
brace his nerves, invigorate his whole con- 

stitution, and give him the eri of a 9 — 
n 2 1 5 


— *.. databine Sir Charles, though a man 
who will never overturn a ſtate, had yet 
ſuch a quantity of underſtanding as to per- 
ceive something exceedingly erroneous - n 
Spencer's future plan of life for his son; 
and, rousing up all his latent powers, with 
such eloquence as he possessed, he conjur- 
ed his friend to alter his intentions respect- 
ing Dick; and by all means to send him 
abroad to see the world, or, as it is called, 
to make the grand tour; and to be parti- 
cularly careful to find out, at any expence, 
an accomplished person, half tutor, half 
companion for his son, —a man of a liberal 
mind, — not very nice about certain points 
of moral manners, and divested parti- 
cularly of all reli gious prejudices that 
is, one who considers all kinds of reli- 
gion on the face of the earth, as equal- 
ly true and equally false. He assur- 
Vor. 1 F 
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ed Spencer, that with such an enlightened 
guide, young Dick could not make one 
false step t till he ann, n. the conti 


TR 


= « My buder received 155 knight 8 8 
with evident symptoms of approbation (for 


L was present) and without deliberating one 


moment, swore, that as soon as he could 
procure the said tutor, his son should set 


out for Paris. One month had not elaps- 
ed, when I embarked. at Dover,. attended 
by a person qualified apparently, as Sir 


| wa and my father wished,—a hand- 


agreeable, easy-tempered, gay, 
1 fellow of one or two and twen- 
ty, who. had never been out of England.— 


2 in the true 3 — A full 
gallop, bespattering all who came in our 


way: — But we galloped. a very short way, 


3 and went at that pace no more till our ar- 


rival at. Paris for the drivers, the car. 


mass, and the, Boar 3 * in alam 5 


L 
ng 2 


Hae 4 


were of such a kind that we did not arrive 
at that city in less than three days and a 
half- 27 n e e e eee ee 


We had never once dreamed of pro- 
curing letters of introduetion to any persons 
of rank or fashion in this great city. Ac- 
cordingly, when we issued forth on the 
morning after our arrival, we found ourselves 
two bewildered, stupid beings, who knew 
not where to go, or what to enquire after. 
For I ought to have informed you, Sir, 
that neither my tutor nor myself under- 
stood one word of the language of the eoun- 
try: All our aid consisted in my first ser- 
vant's having a miserable smattering of 
French, which he had learned from a cook, 
a native of Gascoyne, —a dialect ef that 
language hardly intelligible by a Parisian. 
However, fortune favoured us in a very 
short time. After we had strolled and 
stared about two or three hours, we observed 
a young man of a genteel appearance, eyeing 
us with very particular attention. Imagine 
our agreeable surprize, when he addressed 
me in my native tongue, requesting to know 
5 ** | 
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whether I had been lately at the nme 
of Oxford, and if my name was not Spen- 
cer. I replied, I had been lately at Oxford, 
and that he named me rightly. He added, 
My name is Tomkins. I had not the 
honour of your acquaintance in England ; 
but I could not resist the impulse of addres. 
sing a gentleman from my own country, 
when I met him in a foreign land.” I as 
sured him that I never felt more delight- 
fully than from this interview, and can- 
didly acknowledged to him in confidence, 
.and not without blushing, that I could not 
Speak one word of French. Tomkins was 
a young man not only of abilities and of 
address; he also possessed a warm and a 
benevolent heart. He bid me be per- 
fectly at my ease, assuring me that in a 
few weeks, by being frequently in good 
company, and by immediately ordering an 
able master to attend me, I should be able 
to understand what passed. in conversation, 
——nay, be able to hold some conversation 


myoell.” +a 


5 Determined to | conceal nothing of my 
ont situati on from so generous and dis- 


interested a benefactor, I frankly told him, 
that my friend and myself had brought no 
letters of introduction with us, and that I 
made him this confession with . . 


N It matters not, b Teanking 8 
swer me fairly, like an open honest English-- 
man, —of what rank and fortune are vou 
in England ?—and where is your hotel 
here-?—and what is your establishment or 
attendants? I answered him as he desired. 
And are you, rejoins he, the heir of Spen- 
cerhall,— the son of as honest a Squire, 
and as honourable a family as in all Eng- 
land. I have heard of your father of- 
ten, —as an hearty, hospitable, well belov- 
ed man by all around him. Be now assur- 
ed. Mr Spencer, that I shall, with pleasure 
oy, perform you a piece of service, or 
rather discharge a duty, by taking an early 
opportunity of presenting you to some f 
the first people in Paris. I mean not to a- 
ny of the-court, My own rank and fortune, 
tho' inferior to yours, is yet such that I 
have access to many families of the highest. 
bee gd though not all of nn, 
F T : 
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— but they are families of distinc tion, part- 
1y by birth, — but more of them by their e- 
legant accomplishments, —and by their vir- 


tues and hospitality to strangers, especially 
to the English, whom they love, - and whom 


they would love more, if we would throw 


off some of that rough, horse- racing, and 
fox-hunting kind of manner which is so of. 
fensive to polished minds. I accepted his 


offers with the warmest gratitude ;—yet 


felt very aukwardly in the prospect of ap- 
pearing in a fashionable Parisian cirele, as 
a dumb animal, and with my plain rural or 
academical manners. But Tomkins bid 
me take Ae.” dress well, and assume 
no airs, but x 


serve my own natural man- 
ners; and he added, he would carry me 
by degrees, from families of lesser polish; 


that is, who were not distinguished by high 
manners, to those who led the van in fa- 
shion. In short, F owed infinite obligations 


to this amiable young man, —and might 


have owed him many more, if the remains 
of the miserable habits I had acquired in 
former days, had not counteracted his sin- 
cere wishes for my improvement. I made, 
however, some exertions immediately. E 


__ 
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called to my man one of the first teach. 
ers of the French language in the city 1 
spent five hours each day with him, —s0/ did 
my tutor :—Three; hours were employed 
in lessons, and two in conversing with 
our teacher. Ten days I spent in this way. 
—Next morning my kind friend called on 
me, and informed me; that, if it was agree 
able, he would carry me in the evening of 
that day to the house of one of the no- 
blesse, a Monsieur de la Croix, where I 
would meet with a polite and kind recep- 4 
tion, and find myself quite at home. He 
told me I should find a man of much | 


information, yet of great modesty, and of k 
most elegant address, —and hoped I would 1 
relich so much the first party, as to 4 


wish the continuance of them. I madlde 
him a grateful return for his goodness, i 
and promised to attend him at seven at 
night. He was so polite as to call on me 
at my hotel at this hour; and carried me 
directly to the house or rather palace of 
La Croix: - We were ushered into one of 
the most splendid apartments I ever had 
seen, furnished in the most sumptuous man- 
ner —and, on the very moment of our en- 


d us in a m 
gant and fashionable, as can be seen only 
in Paris. In a few minutes his lady, two 
daughters, and a beautiful boy of eight or 

ten years of age, joined us —and, in half 


not resist 


| guage; 80 that I nei 


ner 80 o nperberly wg 


an hour, a crowd of company, all carrying 


the appearance of rank and fashion. 1 
acknowledge I felt myself by no means at 


ease: The society Thad hitherto been ac- 


; customed to keep, the plainness or rough. 


ness of manners of that society,. —I could 


one of the company, understand one word of 


ten that was addressed to me, nor compre- | 


hend a single sentence of the conversation 


of the evening. Instead of enjoying, there- 
| _ Bore, this elegant society, I was quite unhap- 
= 4 a situation, understand, many of my 


en, qualified no better than my- 


self, have thousands of times experienced 
in Paris. I was impatient till supper Was 
over. I was ashamed of my conscious 


N and secretly resolved never 


:ontrasting with that which now 
80 brilliantly 2 itself to my eyes: 
Added to this, I was ignorant of the lan- 
er could address any 
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to expose myself in the same manner. 
Would to God I had done no more than 
made this foolish resolution !—Alas ! I found 


good Tomkins' society was too refined for | 
r WH my unpolished mind; and, after this eve- 
f ning, I not only odd his * but 
r never again Saw him. 

{ 

t « Next morning, walking with my tutor 
8 in the gardens of the Thuilleries, I had the 


misfortune to meet with two young English- 
men of a very different character from my 
late friend. They were also Oxonians: I 
had some acquaintance with them. I am 
ashamed to mention their names. They 
were as ignorant as myself; and they were 
far more dissipated than I yet had been. 
However, I found their stile and manner of 
living quite congenial to my taste. Accord- 
ingly we dined together that day, and drank 
till a late hour. We meant to go to the 
Theatre, —but one of the young men, on 
reflection, observed that, as we were all 
much intoxicated, and none of us could 
speak the language of the country, the most 
proper step we could take, was, for « each to 
depart for his own lodgings. But before 
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we © b ted. it was agreed for us to meet 


the next day, where my new friends ass ur- 
ed 1 me I should find several more additional 


countrymen, precisely of the same stamp 
| with themselves; all of them determined to 
make the grand tour, and all of them e. 


| 12 5 prepared with myself for the EXPe- 
dition. 


0 Sir weeks 1 . in 7 * species 8 Fad. 


dissipation, ; in spite of the remonstrances of 


my tutor, who, to do him justice, was not 
only seldom of our parties, but frequently 
threatened to abandon his charge. One 
morning, after breakfast, he addressed me 
80 seriously, and with such severity, that! 


swore I would not bear such liberty to be 
taken with me by any pedant or tutor on 


earth. These terms raised his indignation, 


and he left the room for an hour. On his 
return, he told me he had resolved instant- 


If to return for England, as it was impossi- 
ble his attendance could be of any farther 


benefit to me; and as he saw that, both 


from the company J kept, and from my 


grown g' aversion to himself, he was. both 


a 9 a burden 0 me. 


9 i © „ — A, . 


Like an infatuated bol T bid dim d in- 
l do as he pleased, and abruptly left 
the room. I set off directly for the Hotel 
of some of the new corps into which I had 
entered; ai little disconcerted, however, by 
the squabble with my tutor, and under 
much anxiety, lest he should actually set 

out for Britain. Accordingly, after remain- 
ing a few hours with my companions, I re- 
turned to my; lodgings, determined to make 
a proper apology to hen, to my 
utter surprise, I found he had set out above 
an hour before 1 returned, ring me a 
very temperate} note. I can repeat the 
words of it. It was verylaconie, a: made” 
a Pats ar a7 gas * 
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| «It 1 enk sorrow FI: fit : EY utt- 
- Wl der the very mortifying necessity of aban- 
- doning a charge, which for sometime past 
found could confer neither honour nor 
credit on me. I leave you with regret 
and. L-have:only: to beseech and entreat 1 
you, that you would forsake that wretched” 
society to which you have attached your- 
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self, without one day s delay, and, for hed. 
ven's sake, with the utmost industry look 
out for some excellent young man who is 
travelling for real improvement, and-endea. 
vour to Hin him. I commit vou to Hea- 
ven's care.“ Fr | 


ib 1 was struck to the heart on reading 

this short epistle. Isa. my folly. I sat 
down and pondered on my past conduct, 
After sometime spent in as serious reflection 
as a dissipated mind is capable of, I re- 

solved, without the loss of a day, to follow 
my tutor's counsel. I was fortunate enough 
to succeed i in my enquiries. after a young 
man of sober manners, and of good educa- 
tion; and who was also a gentleman. In the 
course of the day, I was informed that at an 
hotel very near to the one in which I was 
lodged, there was a Mr Walpole from Sussex, 
who was to set out for Italy in a few days, 
and that he would be happy in dung an 
agreeable companion. | 


= Sensible of my own 1 Aer, 
of my r — in not mn 


WW e 


the French language. and sensible also of- 


who, though he was an Englishman, I had 
no acquaintance with, and who might be a 
young gentleman of such superior accom- 


there could be no proper society between 


noured Tomkins I had abandoned. How 


goodness and compassion of Tomkins, who 


and errors. I immediately, on collecting : 
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my unpolished manners, I felt very disa- 
greeably on the prospect of calling on one 


plichments to me in every particular, that 


us: — Sensible of all these circumstances, 
I resolved to find out some person of con- 
sequence to introduce me to Mr Walpole. 
But to whom could I make application? 
The young men I had lately unhappily at- 
tached myself to, were the most improper' 
persons in the world to address. My ho- 


to act I knew not. At last I summoned 
up courage to go and cast myself on the 


was not only fond of youth, but made the 
most generous allowances for their follies 


spirits, set out for his lodgings ;—but, fi- 
gure my situation of mind,—when I found 


that he had set out eight 2 42 before for 
nn Y , 
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Necessity is the parent of invention.— 
' Urged by the pressing situation I found 


myself in to leave this corrupted city, and, 


| if possible, to be introduced immediately to 


Mr Walpole, I boldly resolved to wait on 


him personally, and in an honest, open, and 


unaffected manner, to lay before him very 


W my history since my arrival at Pa- 


I instantly executed my purpose. 
1 found this young gentleman at home :— 


I sent in my name by my first servant, 
men tionin g only that I was lately from Ox- 


ford. Mr Walpole received me very gra- 


| ciously,- —talked with me a. few minutes in 
Aa general and easy manner, and inquired 


into my future views. This was. a fair o- 
pening for me. Without any preface, or 
any attempts to elegance or eloquence of 
expression, of which I was incapable,—I 


5 begged leave to request his forgiveness for 
an intrusion which I was by no means en- 
titled to take the liberty of making ; and, 


in simple and plain language, I told him 
with regret all that had passed since I came 
to Paris. I expressed my earnest desire to 
become acquainted with some gentleman 
of character, who was to make the tour of 


2 
* a. 


[ 
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the southern part of Bite aq that hav- 
ing no person in this place to introduce me 
to him, I had summoned up courage to pay 
my respects in person, and to request of 
him, that if he had formed no previous en- 
gagement, he would honour me, by per- 
mitting me to join him in his travelling in- 
to Italy, which I had been informed was 
his intention. Walpole, in that handsome 
manner which gains the heart, after thank- 
ing me for the partiality which I had dis- 
covered for his character, assured me that, 
from my candid and openness of commu- 
nication, and from (he was pleased to say) 
my personal figure, he should account it a 
very happy circumstance to have so agree- 
able a companion, —and hoped it would 
not prove inconvenient for me to set out 
soon. I expressed my anxious desire to 
leave Paris as quickly as possible, adding I 
could be ready in a few hours. In four- 
and-twenty hours, said he, I shall be ready, 
but cannot in shorter time, on account 
of some ee been bn ee 102 


+ 


+ — 


5 1 äs with Walpole: Some Wok 7 


charmed with his conversation, and in 
G2 


wardly highly gratified by reflecting on 
my resolution, and the success which had 
attended it. I left him for a little, with 
many expressions of gratitude, - and return- 
ed to my lodgings, determined not to see 
or take leave of my late companions, and 
to be scarce abroad, till I should call on 
Walpole, in order to set out on our journey. 
J employed a few hours in writing to my 
father, and some select companions in 
England ;—and I thought it my duty also 
to write to my tutor.— To all of them 1 
made, in general, a frank confession of my 


foolish and idle conduct since I came to 


Paris, —or, at least, a very few days after I 
arrived there. I requested my tutor to for- 

give me, —and assured him that I recol- 
lected with gratitude, shame, and pain, 
the honest and friendly remonstrances 
he had made against my irregular and dis-. 
sipated manner of living: I acknowledged 
the justice of his observations, as to the 
consequences of such conduct ; — gave him 
a full account of what I planned, and pre- 
pared now to execute, respecting my tra- 
cluded with assuring him, by the most so- 
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lemn expressions, that if heaven spared me 
to return to my native country, I should 

give him the most substantial evidences of 
my grateful remembrance of the honest 
discharge of his duty. 


_ After tn with the master of 
the hotel, I waited, next morning, by 
ten o'clock, on Walpole, whom I found 
perfectly ready to set out. He propo- 
sed we should purchase, jointly, a hand- 
some carriage, which could hold two per- 
sons, which could be had in a few mi- 
nutes. This was instantly agreed on,— 
and, by two o'clock, we left Paris, to my 
great joy. After a pleasant journey of five 
weeks, we arrived at this city, where I have 
been, I may say with propriety, a pupil, 
though an unworthy pupil, of this amiable 
young man. Unfortunately, this morning 
I strayed from him, and, in the wantonness 
of folly and ignorance, committed the out- 
rage of which you have heard, against reli- 
gion and decency. But be assured, vene- 
rable and truly holy father, a like offence I: 
shall never commit again.“ 
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CHAP... IV. 


Conran was charmed with the ingenious 
manner of young Spencer, assuring him, 
that, in the course of a long life, he had u- 
niformly observed, that wherever openness 
and simplicity of heart discovered them- 
selves in early life, it was a happy presage 
of the virtues of more advanced years. — 
After some conversation with Belford on 
Italy in general, and of Milan in particular, 
the benevolent deliverer of Spencer request- 
ed the honour of the gentlemen te dine 
with him next day; and learning, from 
something which fell from Belford, that he 
had a daughter travelling with him, he, in 
the politest manner, begged her father 
would permit him to walk to his lodgings, 
and request the young lady to give the ad. 
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Though the acts of this es y were 


many, they were all performed Sithin the 


space of four hours. Spencer's seizure, 


commitment, deliverance, and his narrative 
to worthy Contini, were all dispatched with. 


in * ore —— | 


Mr. Walpole 1 oled. hs . 


morning, about seven or eight miles from 
the city, and had but just returned, when 
Spencer entered his apartment, with plain 
evidences of disconcertment, and something 


of that aspect which indicates conscious 


guilt. His friend Was a young man of sin- 
gular decorum: Spencer had discovered this 
in the course of conversation with him du- 
rney from Paris. He there. 
fore trembled to open a subjeet in which 


ring their jou I 


he must expose himself as a barbarian. On 
a second thought, he resolved, however, to 
give him a full account of the matter, from 


: the moment he committed the ee 
deed. in 5 street, till. he left the ever to 


man, instead of chiding him with severity, 
after the relation of his 3 only re- 
marked, in a mild manner, that it was a 
rule, sacredly to be observed by all gen- 
tlemen who travelled for improvement, to 
respect the rites of religion in every country 
through which they passed, be they eure 
seemin 81 ridiculous No nn 


Without his friend's ; knowle age, e 
after he had related his late history to him, 


repeating in the most affectionate manner 
to him, by his interpreter, his acknowledg- 


ashamed to take. Contini bid him use no 
ceremony, and begged to know what his 
request was. Spencer mentioned with great 
modesty the name of an amiable companion 


himself; and that, reluctant to leave him 


alone, he now presumed to request per- 


mission to bring him to morrow with My 
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be re evered Father Contini. This worthy : 


returned quickly to father Contini, and after | 
ment for his transcendent goodness, re- 


quested his forgiveness for a liberty he was 


who had come lately to Milan with him 
from Paris, Who was at the same hotel with 
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Belford and his daughter.— 
28 Py well . man will hag 


| Next day Was a » delightful ed Was 
a feast to the soul. It was a repast to taste. 


Though Contini's elegant entertainment was 
a mark of his politeness' and hospitality, 


yet still the fascinating pleasures of his con- 
versation surpassed all luxurious indulgence. 
It not only charmed the enlightened minds 
of Belford; Aurelia, and Walpole, but even 

honest Spencer OY was transported with 
rapture. He began to taste some of those 


sweets of which a rude and illiterate mind 


can form no conception, and for. WIRE * 
| own no more runes than: a Hottentot. et 


Contini had a Frome Webs e eee we 
Shall not here detail. He was not original. 


ly bred to the church. He was educated 
a soldier, and distinguished for courage and 
humanity from the time he entered the 
army, till he quitted the service. Wm 
many causes which determined him to give 
up a military life, the least, he declared, 
was not the i ignorance and licentious man- 


zontini replied 
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ners 4 1 8 officers. He had no al- 


or forsake their society. The last he em- 
braced, —and, at the age of thirty six, he 


he prosecuted with success. For though 
our worthy father was not bred to the 


cation, and was an adept in the Belles Let- 
tres. In the course of conversation during 
this pleasant entertainment, and while the 
company were at coffee, our venerable land- 


Y lord frequently lamented the melancholy 
* defects of the officers in various parts. of 
Europe into which he had travelled, in point 
of liberal knowledge, ascribing it compas- 
f ionately and candidly to; the unhappy mo- 
* dern practice of sending youth into the 
q army, mere boys, uneducated, unexperien- 
q ced and unprincipled, and where they but 
. too often enter into every species of dissipa- 
; tion and vice. i 
After hs hours spent in the most de- 
lightful and rational festivity, the party 


broke up, but not t before Mr Belford en- 
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ternative but to bear with their wiekedness, : 


commenced his theological studies, which 


church, as we have just now mentioned, yet 
he had received a regular academical edu- 
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treated the Holy Father to honour him with 
his company the first day which suited his 
convenience. Contini with sweet affability 


expressed his desire to join the agreeable 


society he was about to part with, as next 


day, adding, with singular grace, that he was 


_ Seldom blessed with such company. Bel. 
ford, Walpole, and Aurelia, spoke Italian 


with fluency. Poor Spencer felt somewhat 
uneasy, but his sufferings were greatly al. 


leviated by the goodness of his two country. 


men in interpreting Whatever Was Material 


= in their conversation. 


The next DOA was a countet-part of the } 
former. All was hospitality, elegance, li- 


beral communication of Sentiment, and the 


harmony of the blessed above. The pre. 
judices of narrow minds in every country, 
(the offspring of a wretched education) were 
deplored, and spoken of with becoming pity | 


and contempt. - Even the subject of tolera- 


. ye enabled him to 6 Claplaye. But Contin 


tion was treated of, by this generous-mind- 
ed priest, with a freedom and liberality) 


which science and Philosophy only could 


7 * 
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had been the companion and the friend of 
the divine Marquis of * Beccaria, than 
whom a more glorious spirit never ilumed 
the regions of this globe. Aurelia charm- 
ed him with the propriety and justness of 
her observations on whatever she saw since 
she came into Italy; and the modesty with 
which she delivered her sentiments, en- 
hanced their native merit. The company 
were about to part, when Walpole, with 
grateful Spencer close by him, came up to 
Contini, and, with that modesty so charm- 
ing in youth, begged leave, in the name of his 
friend, Spencer, who would bless him While 
he lived, that he would be $0 condescend- | 
ing as to put it into the power of two young 
foreigners to say, that they had not'only the 
honour of visiting so illustrious a character 
in Italy, but had the still higher honour of 
receiving a visit from him. He beseeched 
him to forgive presumption, and to indulge 


their vanity and ambition, by warnin g a 
day when he would partake of the best 


. — 


N A wan of Milan, who wrote an 1 on 
Crimes and Puntshments, _ displays, the heart 
of a Divinity. FE = 
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| which their hotel could afford. Wer may 


easily conjecture the answer of the good- 


man.— He complied at once with their re- 


quest, and the second day after was fixed 
for the party. Suffice it to say, that the last 


| meeting was perfectly similar to those of 


the preceding days, and that never any $0- 
ciety, $0 generally acquainted, broke up 


with more lively tokens of mutual esteem 


and admiration. One circumstance ex- 
plains this singularity :—lIt is this:. Every 


member of the party was blessed with a : 
good heart and a generous mind. Where 


these qualities are united in the same per- 


son, and where they are united in all the 


individuals of a society, lesser or greater, 
there, discord, rudeness, contradiction, scan- 


dal, nor any of those demons which haunt 


the Societies of men, dare venture to in- 
trude BREA detestable heads. 


7 5 


1 is the wise destination of Providence, 
that man should not enjoy a long succession 


of even refined pleasures, or joys of any 
kind. His imperfect nature would not admit 


of such fruition. He would become © giddy . 


— 
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and elated, and be apt to forget thode more 

exalted duties, the sincere, rational, and 

manly performance of which constitute; 
che dignity of his nature. 


The father of the convent add bd Bel 
ed children must now part, - never more 
to meet in these realms of woe lt was an 


interesting parting:— The venerable age | 


could not conceal his inward agitation :;— 


He dropt the tear of philanthropy The 


gentlemen were deeply affected. But the 
gentle, the tender-hearted Aurelia retired 


from the scene, unable to SuStain the Shock 


* 


of taking leave. | 


* — V 


{ 


: Belford. At ent, announced his inten- 


tion of leaving Milan next day, and of pro- 
ceeding for Mantua, wishing Walpole and 
Spencer every blessing and offering also, 5 
in the most insinuating and kindly manner, 
his best counsels to these young men. 
Spencer poured forth, in return, his prayers 
and supplications to heaven, that every 


good which Providence showers down up- 


on the virtuous and benevolent, might 
be the portion of Belford and his Aurelia. 
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5 They took TRY with looks expreaive of 
5 mutual . affection. | OY 


As" our alias ht to en 
after half an hour's departure from Milan, 
with paternal fondness, and heaving a deep 
sigh, Belford thus addressed his beloved 
child: : * My Aurelia, I praise that benevo- 
lent Being. the source of all goodness, who 
mercifully mingles comfort with all our 
woes, — that, in his mysterious administra- 
tion, he has made the apparently horrible 
scene at Milan a few days ago, a cause of 
considerable alleviation of that load of grief 
that hung over my spirits. I hope, my 
dearest child, the elegant, the benevolent, 
the virtuous, the serious conversation we 
have enjoyed for some days with the divine 

ecclesiastic, has impressed you with feelings 
of a similar nature.” * They have,” rejoin- 
ed Aurelia, they have, my beloved fa- 
ther, attuned my soul to a gentle and com- 
posed melancholy, in room of that violent 
perturbation which for these many past 
weeks agitated my whole frame. The me- 
mory of that good man is indelibly engra- 
ven on my soul ; never can it be effaced. 


MUNSTER ABBEY. 8389 


Did you not remark particularly, my father, 
how feelingly he expressed himself concern 
ing the uncertainty of all sublunary enjoy- 


ments, —and of the precarious tenure” by 


which we hold them ?—and with what a- 


grace he referred to his own happy change 


of profession,—contrasted with the miseries 


and calamitjes which so many are destined 
to undergo, by an alteration in their perso- 
nal, their domestic, or their pecuniary con- 


dition?“ Ves, my love, I did remark; with 
ecstacy, Contini's heavenly language on 


these topics, so interesting to you and to 
me, and all mankind. Such liberality 
of sentiment in an Italian priest, is a com- 


plete phenomenon.— He is not tinctured in 
the smallest degree with bigotry, and the 
vile spirit of intoleration but, on the 


contrary, is entitled, in the fullest sense 


of the word, to the noble charac ter of Ca- | 


n 11 


«los; for some time ensued, After this : 


conversation, when Belford addressed his 
daughter in these tender expressions of pa- 

ternal dern 79 (Be dearest child, by the Oe 
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nation of finite wisdom, you are now by | 
come my whole solace: O may heaven spare 


+ 
\ 


you to be the staff of my declining years 1 


entre, under the Almighty, all my hopes of 


future Worldly bliss in you. I praise that 
Great Being, who has so conducted all your 


Steps in life hitherto, as to enable me, with- 


out partiality or presumption, to anticipate 
still more substantial happiness. I feel not 


the most distant apprehension that you will 
ever give me one moment's uneasiness by 


your conduct. - Such purity of heart, and 


such innocence of manners you have uni- 
formly displayed. This, this delightful con- 


sideration has wonderfully alleviated my 
grief for your ever beloved and revered 
mother, and checks any rising complaint 


against Heaven's decree. Gracious Provi- 
dence may yet be pleased to confer upon 


me additional blessings, by restoring us safe 


to Munster Abbey, and, perhaps, seeing 


you established . at the head of 
eee r e Theo | 


+ * 2 ** 
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| fore! that Belford continued to correspond 
h my from Montpelier with his valua- 
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ble and faithful ste ward in W from 
whom he received the most satisfactory ac- 


count of his many friends and dependents. 
In his last letter from France, he desired his 
correspondent not to write him again until 
he should hear from him from Florence, and 
then, in course of post, to send him a long 8 
epistle, addressed to him at Rome, to the 


care of an acquaintance he mentioned, who 
was to reaide ame time in that FOI. | 


Iu Fea | 3 our We anions at 
Mantua, once a city of high fame, but now, 
from various causes, fallen into comparative 


decay.—All the world knows that Mantua 


claims the honour of giving birth to some 


of the most famous Constellations, that have 
ever graced the literary hemisphere, and 
(eminent amongst them) here the immor- 


tal Virgil ow * his en 


The fortifications of: ad os are * 


je” equal in oangth; if not superior, to any 
This place has, for a very long 


in Europe. 
time, made part of de dani, of, ho 
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After a r stay at ae Belford F 


and his fellow-traveller visited Parma, Mo- 


dena, and Lucca, and, in a few days, ar- 
rived at the beautiful city of Florence, the 
capital of the Grand Duke of Tuscany. All 


the brilliancy of poetic imagery would fail 
in attempting to convey a just idea to a 


reader, of the enchanting situation of this 
celebrated place. It stands between moun- 
tains, whose sloping sides are covered with 
olive- trees, vineyards, and delightful villas, 


anche 18 divided by the n river, Arno. 


lei 1s as for any a wy taste 
to pass hastily through Florence. Months 


might be spent with infinite mental gratifi- 
cation, in viewing tlie innumerable wonders 
of art which are to be found here. The 
palace of the C 


by far in numbers) it surpasses in beauty 
and riches every other city in Italy, save 
Rome. Accordin gly, Belford and Aurelia 
zemained above two weeks here, charmed 


zand Duke exceeds all de- 
scription in magnificence; and also on ac- 
count of the thousands of cabinets of curi- 
osities which it contains. Excepting in 
magnitude (for Naples exceeds Florence 
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| even to exstacy with the variety of objects 


which every day presented themselves to 
their astonished minds. Tens of thousands 


of instances of original genius display them- 
selves in this wonderful collection: Indeed 


human art seems here to have exhausted 


herself. 


It was a most fortunate circumstance for 
Belford and his daughter, that, on the se- 
cond day after their arrival at Florence, 


they were introduced to one of the most 


celebrated of the Literati of that city. The 


name of this aceomplished gentleman was 


Ganganelli; distinguished by the urbanity of 
his manners, and his attention to travellers 
of such appearance as those who now court- 


ed his protection. Ganganelli was a man 


of birth, and had seen the greatest part of 


Europe; for he had unbounded avidity for 
the attaintment of universal knowledge. 
He spoke the English language almost with 
purity; for he had resided some years in 
London, and expressed himself with rapture 


on calling to memory the polite attention 


and hospitality which he experienced in 
that metropolis of the globe. Belford felt 
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R.  bayp effects of his partiality for Bri: 


They had access, by means of Gan- 


ron rh to see what seldom or never are 
shewn to the vulgar travellers of various 


orders; we mean, those persons who, by 


their observations, and by their ignorance 
of the Belles Lettres, betray the secret 
of their having left their several countries 
utterly untutored, and unprepared to re- 


ceive those high intellectual repasts which 


justly belong to the assiduous students of 


every rank of life. This good Italian's 


house was almost Belford's and his daugh- 
ter's home. It was the fixed purpose of his 


mind honourably to repay, to the utmost of 


his power, the debt of gratitude for the ci- 
vilities and friendship he had received in 
England, by omitting no opportunity of 
shezving kindness and polite attention to e- 
very stranger from that country, who had 
even the slightest introduction. But his re- 
spect for Belford was peculiarly marked; 


and no less for his fair daughter; for indeed 


in the countenance of both native goodness 
and excellence displayed themselves, even 


to an 85 of little discernment. 


44] 
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Ganganelli, however, did not entertain his 
«rangers by mere exhibitions and hospitali- 
ty. He discovered a particular satisfaction 
in giving Mr Belford the most minute ac- 
count of whatever was curious and interest- 
ing in the religion, the laws, and the con- 
titution of Florence, and of Italy at large. 
This goodness was the more gratifying, as 
Belford had resolved, before he left Mun- 
ster Abbey, to take down as correct notes 
as a traveller generally can make, who does 
not reside long in one place. He had hi- 
therto done, in this way, as much as was in 
his power; and Ganganelli contributed not 
a little to that store of knowledge he was ac- 
cumulating, and which it was his intention 
to arrange, when he should return to his 

own venerable mansion. 


Philosophy had enlightened, in an high. 
degree, the mind of this illustrious son of 
Florence. Belford was, at times, astonish- 
ed by the freedom with which he spoke of 
the state of religion and civil liberty in I 
taly: And when he expressed his surprise 
at his free and seemingly unguarded bold - 
ness of sentiment; Hark ye, my friend, 
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ad Ganganelli, © thank Go 
inquisition in this country. 
n who takes care to pay an external re- 
spect to the religion, and the ceremonies of 

the religion of his country, — and who does 


not, by word, writing, or by any overt 
action, endeavour to disturb the public 


peace, may express himself on any subject, 


in what terms he pleases. I had the ho- 
nour, and the highest Þ ever expect to en. 
joy, to be the intimate friend of a noble. 


man of Milan, the illustrious Marquis of 
Beccario, of whose fame, sir, a gentleman 


of your intelligence must unquestionably 


have heard. This great and good man, the 
ornament of learning, and the enthusiastic 
friend of the human race, blessed the world, 
a few years ago, with a performance which 
will live for ever. The title of it you must 
know: — perhaps you have perused it. — 
Indeed I have not,“ replied Belford, 
though I have often heard of its high re- 


putation.” “Be assured, then,” added 


. that this work has pleaded 


the cause of mankind with more ability and 


success than any which even Italy ever pro- 
duced. A statue of golf: ought to be erect- 


- 


MUNSTER ABBEY. ; 97 


* to hi memory, for that wonduefel dis- 
play he has here made of the moral recti- 
tade and humanity of his own heart. He 
has, besides, wrought miracles on the minds 
of even some of our most bigotted ecclesias- 
tics, by his writings; — and in his life and 


manners, as well as by his compositions, he 


has exhibited the most convincing evidence, 


that a christian, without the spirit of mer- 
cy and toleration, is a mere name, an im- 


position on the common sense of man- 
kind.“ 


K «Sud was the spirit, such the sentiments 


Pd 


of this superior man.—JHdis conversation 
and society rendered Belford's and Aurelia's 


stay at Florence truly delightful ;—and it 
was with reluctance they resolved to leave 


a place where so much was to be found, 


to instruct, to entertain, and to charm. 
But Munster Abbey, with its many attrac- 
tions which yet. remained to solicit their 


partiality, was ever occurring to the mind 


of its amiable lord ;—and lovely Aurelia, 
from time to time, hinted, with her usual 


gentleness, her anxious desire to re-visit 


her native land 
W 3 
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Accordingly, after remaining three weeks 
at this magnificent city, aur travellers, with 
hearts overflowing with gratitude and af. 


fection to their polite and elegant patron, 
waited on him, at his own house, the morn- 
ing of their departure; — and both, in the 


handsomest manner, expressed the feelings 
of their hearts in the language of genuine 
integrity. Indeed, what heart would have 


been insensible to the liberality, the hospi- 
tality, and all the virtues of Ganganelli ?— 


After a mutual and tender advice, this lit- 
tle party separated, never perhaps again to 


meet; — not, however, till the most solemn 


promises were made by the gentlemen to 
preserve a regular correspondence. 


Belford ordered his carriage, intl 0 
rected the postillion to take the road 


for Rome. In a very few days, though 


the weather was unfavourable, he and 
his beloved daughter arrived at the seat 


of his Holiness. Elegant lodgings wait- 


ed them';—for, by means of an artist 
from England who resided in Rome, every 
thing convenient and comfortable, as well 


as splendid, was prepared for their reception. 
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No person of classical knowledge, even 
in a very limited degree, can behold at a 
distance, much less enter this most cele- 
brated city of all the ancient world, with- 
out a variety of emotions, which the pover- 
ty of language can never express. It is 
utterly impossible for a mind even of torpor 
and apathy, to view the remains of former 
grandeur, without being struck with awe 
and reverence. How inconceivable then 
the feelings !—how undescnbable the so- 
lemnity of mind of the sons of refined 
taste. 


25 It was here also the good fortune of Bel- 
ford to be early introduced after his arrival 
te a few families of the first rank, and 
(hat is of ten thousand times more conse- 
quence) of the first worth: For it did 
not suit the present state of his mind, 


to form a large circle of acquaintance: 


at no time could he descend to mingle in 
a promiscuous crowd, and still less at pre- 
sent, when he was in pursuit only of ra- 
tional or innocent entertainment ;—or of 
adding, at times, something to his stock of 
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Dido days after Belford's vio at Rome, 


it | ed Heaven to send him intelligence 
which gave him an elevation of spirits, of 
which he thought himself utterly unsuscep- 
tible, from the depression which yet hung 


over his mind, ever since the death of his 


beloved wife. The singularity of the 
circumstance by which this happy intelli- 


gence was brought to his ears, deserves at- 
tention. It related to his brother Charles, 


for whom he Jet retaine * warm Fraternal 
affection. pn ole”: 2 Ser $95 
Turning this corner of a street adjacent 
to. his hotel, after he had been to view one 
of the ancient amphitheatres, he was ac- 
costed by a plain man of ordinary appear- 
ance, but of singular benignity of counte- 


nance, who civilly requested to know whe- . 


ther his name was Belford. * anke 
was of course in the affirma 
stranger told him that he had wy from 
Dower to Calais in the same vessel with 
him (Mr Belford) and his family, and had 
received at the last of these towns a very full 
account of the character he bore, and pub- 
lic — he displayed around Munster Ab- 
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bey. Belford did not possess one grain of 
SUSPICION. in his nature — . 
tates to every man of common understand- 

ing to guard against precipitancy in con- 
fiding ; in address 


in what county of England he was — 
„My name, he replied, is George e 


KT was born in the West Riding of York- 
d am employed. here (and I trust 


shire.—a 
with honour and integrity) in collecting 


various antiques for the curious and the 


learned in South Br itain. But, Sir, he ad- 


ded, at present my time is very precious, 


for Jam engaged half an hour hence 


one of the greatest virtuosos of Italy * 


though! in all his cabinet of curiosities, there 
is not one half so great as himself: — Still, 
however, I can spare a few minutes to give 


vou the pleasant information, that I spent 
A week. at Leghorn. with your brother Mr 


Charles Belford; —and, Sir, without flatte- 


ty, which my soul scorns, IL will affirm, 
that a more agreeable and more intelligent 


man L have. Seldom. or ever met, wi ith ;— 
o I. 3 g 


et prudence die- 


or information, much 
more when they favour of the mean vice 
of adulation. He immediately enquired of . 
his countryman, what was his name. —and 


Sel a 


f 


bk 


on no explan⸗ tion with me ;— 


toity eu- that . * an —— *. 
gree of gravity, if not something of the 
sorrowfut or melancholy, marked on the 
features of his countenance. He entered 
ut I several 
times remarked” him involuntarily heaving 
a” deep 'sigh. He mentioned your name 
in a ert o6 manner onee and again; — 
though I remen ber that, in one instance, 
he suddenly checked himself when he was 
about to put some question to me concern- 
ing his beloved brother (as he expressed 
himself) whom he had not heard of for 
a long time.“ Gracious and benevo- 
lent Ri ler of the universe, ”. exclaimed Bel- 
ford/1 in @ fit of eestatie agitation, '* And is 
r — eee n rag well * 


we hall agam meet, — 1 ver more to Pert 
till the awful curtain 18 dropt on the theatre 
of Ake Dear Mr Roddam, give me leave 
to e you one moment, by enquiring, 
whether you learned any thing of the bu- 


siness or profession in which my brother 


was engaged? « Yes, Sir, I can satisfy 


you particularly ag to this matter also.— 
* 


too, in one of el "ok Hirst eee houses in 
Wee And, be assured, Mr Belford, 
that he owes his present comfortable and 
most re putable situation almost entirely to 
his own merit. Of this I had the most un- 
doubted evidence, when I was for some 
time in that city. The name of the mer- 

chant with whom he is connected escapes 
me at present; but I learned from several 


persons of character, that he is a man less 


distinguished by his large fortune, than by 
his virtue and public spirit, - and that your 
brother Charles was treated as a brother by 
his partner.“ Again, exclaimed Belford, 
1 bless God with fervent gratitude. My 
dear dear Charles, I shall now lose no time 
in acquiring a perfect knowledge of all 
your history, sufferings, and success. To 
Leghorn J will instantly dispatch an express, 


to pour forth by epistle every effusion of my. 


heart to a brother who was lost, and is. 
found again. Meantime, Mr Roddam, I 
beseech you to forgive me for breaking in 


upon your business; suffer me only to en- 


treat you to do me the honour of a call as 


sdon as in your power; and, if it be in the- 
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* 


compass of my interest or ability, I shall be 
845 for the delightful tidings you have 
brought me; for you 
from Henxen ior: ings _ * 


. Rodany 8 eee Belford a 
for some minutes absorhed in a profound re- 
verie. On awakening from it, he hastened, 
in transport, to carry the joyful news to his 
Aurelia. Although he found bis daughter 
engaged in conversation with an amiable 
young, lady of distinction, Signora Valen- 
tina, he could not resist the powerful pro- 
pensity of his soul, but instantly, after 
making a polite address to the stranger, 
in a tone of voice more loud than delicacy, 
and, | good-breeding would have warranted 
en any other occasion, he cries, O my child, 
my Aurelia, rejoice with thy transported fa- 
ther: —My brother Charles lives !—he is 
in good health !—he is as happy as he can 


be on earth, removed far from Munster Ab- 
bey :—he is esteemed, respected, beloved, 


and is partner with a merchant of the first 


eminence in the great City of Leghorn. " 
am this moment to disparch an e to 


the sincerity of ;grati- 


are a messenger sent 


him to learn every thing concerning him 


since our woeful separation, and to entreat 

his presence at Rome, if it is possible that 
his affairs will permit him to bestow t in- 
"—_ APCs on t 1 


eee s 1 nals. scarce sustain 
the shock; for excess of joy puts to the test 
the strength of the human nerves, as well 
as the excess of other passions :—But, after 
pausing a few moment she flew to embrace 
her father, and, in the strains of an Angel, 
thus de him, with a composure 
which an Angel only could have displayed: 
To the preserv 


trust in that great, all- wise, and beneficent 
Being, who, by methods incomprehensible by 
man, brings so often light out of darkness, 
and order out of confusion. My ever dear 
uncle, are you then as happy as you can be 
at a distance from your native land? May 
felicity attend you to the end of your days 


on earth; and may you, my father, and I, 


soon enjoy the requisite pleasure of seeing 
this dear recovered friend in these TOs a- 
Partments. 5 | 


er of men, I offer the de- 
votion of my heart.—While I live, I will 
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Belford lost no time in sending an express 
addressed his brother may be readily ima- 
gined to be worthy of the warmth of his 


heart, and the worth of his moral character. 


He wrote to him in raptures of joy. He 
gave him a full account of the manner in 
which he had made the discovery of the 
place of his abode, of the employment in 
Which he was occupied; and he enlarged 
with transport on the certain intelligence 
he had of the esteem and affection he had 
acquired among all his acquaintance. He 
then entreated him in the most earnest man- 
ner to relinquish his present engagements, 
unless honour alone should forbid, assuring 
him that While he lived he should enjoy 
such a portion of his fortune, as would 
render him independent and comfortable 
for life. He beseeched him to set out for 
Rome, if possible, with the courier; and if 
that was impracticable, as soon n rds a8 


in his power. And here Foy! a tle we 


9 our convert er 


As Belford ai Adritia- were returning 
one morning from viewing the most magni- 
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ficent temple which ever was erected to the 
Most High, they were agreeably surprised 
by perceiving, at the window of a hotel, the 
young nobleman whom they had accident 
ally met at Canterbury church- yard. The 
instant he saw Belford and Aurelia, he fle 
like lightning to bow with most affectionate 
respect before | his beloyed @ for; ev er since 
he had seen her at Canterbury, the sweet 
and enchanting idea of her charming fea- 
tures and manners, had been so very pow- 
erfully impressed upon his mind, and had 
in truth so absorbed every thought, and af - 
fected his spirits, that his friends daily im- 
portuned him to make the grand tour, in 
order to dispel that gloom and melan- 
choly which had for sometime hung over 
bis mind. But, alas! travelling and variety 
cannot always banish that nameless some- 
thing which agitates the soul that is pier- 
ced by the fatal dart. Altamont's love was 
love at first sight, —an idea ridiculed by 
the soul of insensibility in all ages: But 
an insensible soul is seldom blessed with a 
sound judgment: — Thousands, and tens of 
thousands, of the most wise, the most pru- 
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stantly bent his course; — 


SBE T. 


dent, and the most worthy of men, have 


confessed the force and truth of the adage. 


Lord Altamont passed the Channel with a 


heavy heart, unable, by any prophetic 


powers, to foresee those delights he was des- 
tined very shortly to taste. About two 
hundred miles southwards from Paris, he 


had somehow been able to trace Belford 


and Aurelia to Montpelier. Hither he in- 
nd, though the 
journey was long, he arrived at Montpelier, 
not exhausted by it. But Belford and Au- 
relia had left that celebrated asylum for the 


infirm in body or spirits, ten days before. 


Altamont remained no longer at Montpe- 
lier, than to refresh himself after. a very 
tedious journey He found, from good 
authority, that Belford and his daughter 
were gone for Rome, and were to remain in 


Italy for some months: — One day seemed 


a year to Altamont, till he arrived at the 


place where his beloved and her father now 
tesided. After his first diseovery of their 
route, love carried him rapidly along; and, 


elated with the prospects before him, and 
the sweet expectations, perhaps, of love re- 
turned, —his spirits every moment revived, 
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: health, which had been in some debts af. 
fected, became perfectly re- established. 
and, in ten days after Belford's and Aure- 


lia's arrival at Rome, he joined them in this 


mistress of the ancient world. 


To attempt to describe, or convey any 
adequate idea of the joy and happiness 


of Lord Altamont, and also of Aurelia (for 


Aurelia, too, acknowledged the truth and 


force of the adage just mentioned) would 


require a pencil which has not been hither- 
to formed by any mortal artist! The joys 
and raptures of the human soul never have 
been, nor never can be, described.— Here, 
as in numberless other instances, the Divine 
Fiat is pronounced, Hitherto chalt thou 
80, and no farther.” 


This delightful English party were intro. 
duced to some of the first families of Rome, 
—and were entertained with hospitality 
and splendour. Happily Belford, Aurelia 
and Lord Altamont, were * feelingly alive” 
to Cecilia's heavenly strains,—and of course, 
in private parties, as well as in the opera 


and theatres, engaged all the ecstatic plea- 
Vol. II. K 
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sure which the powers of Wem can be. 
stow. Ye sons and daughters of men, who 
are utterly deprived of all taste for the 


Strains of Orpheus, little know ye what it 


has "ri the pleasure of heaven to deny 
vou '!—Ye, who neither can convey plea- 
sure to others by your own performances, 

and who feel not the least relish and en- 
joyment in the most sublime strains of har- 
mony, ye are bound, by very sacred ties, as 
members of society, to compensate for these 


mortifying defects, by cultivating the ami- 


able and engaging qualities of affability, 
gentleness, elegance, sincerity, kindness of 
heart, and * of wal. 


Thi happy taste fr music was, among 
cler. (yet still far more delicate and re- 
fined) an additional bond of union of souls, 
between Altamont and Aurelia. Ves: far 

more delicate and refined, especially in the 
married state: For, in this state, a taste 
for any or all of the fine arts on the female 
side, will keep possession of the heart of a 


man of sense and elegance for a very short 
time, if it is not accompanied by other qua- 
; lities and accomplihments of a more res 


Fader It 


Peetabte and still more fascinating na- 
ture. Prudence, economy, sweetnes of tem- 
per, and gentleness of manners, and, above 
all, pious dispositions, are requisites indis- 
pensible to ensure happiness! in this situa- 
tion. 8 | | 


Aurelia was, in person, dress, and man- 
ner, every thing that was elegant and 
engaging :—PFor she had been taught, from 
early life, by her amiable and accomplixhed 
mother, those soft and attractive virtues 
that command the esteem, and irresistably 

captivate the affections of men tente. 


But it was not to the pleasures of harmo- 
ny only, that our travellers were indedted 
for the happiness they enjoyed in Rome.— 
Amidst the weakness of superstition, and 
the gloom of bigotry, they were able to 
discover many valuable characters, whose 
minds, enlightened by rational religion, 
and the study of true philosophy, soared a- 
bove every vulgar prejudice. In socie- 
ty of this nature, there was a source of 
inexhaustible n 1 it must be 
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1 (from * own candid con- 
fession) that Altamont's was frequently ob- 
served wrapt up as it were in profound 
thought, in appearance totally absent from 

the company. Yet it was not absolutely 
his love for Aurelia which produced this 
effect on his manners: —It was the idea of 
her lovely form and countenance resem- 
bling so strikingly his dear departed sister, 

which often broke in upon his mind, even 
amidst the most eee and instructive 
conversation. 


: TI was one family of distinction in 
this city, which paid a very marked atten- 
tion to Belford and his daughter. It was 
the family of the Marquis of Solerno :— 
: He was not a native of the Papal domi- 
- Mons :—His estate lay in the territories of 
the Grand Duke of Tusceny :—But at- 
tached to Rome, by his intimate acquaint- 
ance with many families of rank, and with 
many men of taste and learning in this 
city, he bad for many years resided 
| here, to enjoy the sweets of elegant, en- 
| tertaining, and of improving society. 
| The * was married to one of the 
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most aecomplished ladies of. W wo- 
man of Hi xh family,. —and of equal worth. 
They had no children ;—but they were 
both in the middle period of life, —and 
were equally blessed with that equanimity, 
mingled with spirit, which is pleasant to e- 
very virtuous mind i a rare n. 
racter in a native Italian. 


* 


With * famlly, 3 a 8 bib of | 
the same, or of a similar taste and fashion, 
Belford and Aurelia passed their time in a 
most agreeable and rational manner — But 
we must not omit to remark Belford's at- 
tention to Altamont immediately after his 
unexpected arrival at Rome, by introdu- 
eing him to all the families of note with 
whom he himself had been acquainted; — 
for he perceived in this young nobleman 
evident indications of 80 polished an edu- 
cation, and of such excellent dispositions, 
as must render him a valuable acquisition 
to any society ;—Accordingly, Altamont 
made one of all the parties in which his 
benevolent friend and fair Aurelia were 
engaged. These parties were very unlike 
the general run of those of high fashion in 
most of the great . of Europe, except in 

© 2 
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the article of temperance in drinking ;— 
for the vice of habitual intoxication is un- 
known, is almost unheard” of, over all the 
Continent.— What I mean is, that this 
happy society admitted nothing of the riot- 
ous to approach their presence. Bucks 
and bloods were a species of animals they 
knew only by name ;—but their manners, 
principles, and habits, were beheld here 
Wt pity and W Fray 


4 chile, the heart of our young Peer 
was every day more fascinated by the na- 
tive charms and manners of Aurelia. She 


1775 could not be insensible to his partiality :— 


But both possessed prudence and wisdom 
above their years :—Delicacy marked both 
their characters ;—delicacy of $entiment 
and of conduct. - Altamont invariably per- 
| ceived the dignity and reserve of Belford, 
'—and at once concluded, from his general 
| demeanor, that if ever he should be so for- 
tunate as gain his favour, after he had won 
Aurelia's heart, it must be by uniformity, in 
the practice of every moral quality, as well 
an every renned and polite attention. 
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Indeed, it was visible that Belford be- 
held Altamont already, (that is, in the 

course of some weeks) with no ordina- 
ry degree of partiality. But, whatever 
secret wishes he might entertain, that this 
amiable youth should, at some future pe- 
riod, form the nearest connection with his 
family, every principle of prudence dictat- 
ed silence on this subject to the world, 
and even to his beloved child. . | 


Altamont; ny by cha; e 
of honour and gratitude, equally, if possi- 
ble, as by the passion of love, made it his 
study to recommend himself to Belford by 
the most correct as well as by the most 
pleasant manners; — and not only rendered 
himself a delightful accession to his fellow 
travellers, but was, every where, received 
with marks of favour and distinction. 


2 Gel return of the courier ne 0 
was expected with anxious solicitude: -A 
day or two later than he might have ap- 
peared, a letter from Charles was received, 
aach as might have been looked for from a 
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man Who had seen, in their full deformity, 
| the follies and-etrors of former days :—He 
ared: in the most affec- | 
1 on his brother and niece— 
He expressed his gratitude to heaven for 
his present comfortable establishment, and 
for the ease and happiness he enjoyed by his 
connection wich one 2 the n ornaments 
- his: tied, that, even at 2 generous 
desire of the best of brother's, he could not 
—_— bis 8 mw: _ 1 ence for 
Sl mendship-and attachment, that as: 
his partner in trade was not only + a valetu- 
ina ee also at es je ee 
the most intense eee he could on 
ne account whatever leave his friend with 
such a heavy load of business, as might in- 
jure his interest, and even his health: But, 
to the joy of Altamont and Aurelia, he 
added, that if his brother could prolong his 
_ in Italy for three months, and return 
o England by the way of Leghorn, he 
would make every effort to settle all his af- 


- 
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fairs by that time, and gladly attend f him 
to Britain. 

This PER ot a very 3 
effect on Belford's spirits. Though he en- 
joyed a consolation which is not bestowed 
on or experienced by the majority of pa- 
rents, namely, the society and filial reverence 
and affection of the most accomplished of 
her sex, yet, ever since he lost his beloved 
partner, there were visible traces of melan- 
choly to be observed very frequently in his 
countenance. Even the intelligence of 
Charles being alive, well, happy, and re- 
pected, gave him but a temporary feeling 
of satisfaction; for he had no positive know- 
ledge or acquaintance with the person who 
i brought him the information. But when, 
from his brother's own hand, he received 
the pleasant accounts confirmed, —when he 
had evidence most undoubted that, in health, 
in honour, and in prosperity, he was passing 
his time in the best of society, and, added 
to all, when he read Charles's promise to ac- 
company him back to Munster Abbey; and 
doubtless promised also to acquiesce in his 
iraternal and generous proposal to share with 
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+ him such a part of his fortune as sbould | 
render hini independent and comfortable, 


every demonstration of internal transport 
was d — in ade countenance, 


j | When Belford bad FR Sy the news. 
"HH of his brother's situation, prudence, which 
never forsook him, forbade him to indulge 
_ the first propensity of his soul, which was 
to request the honour of a visit from his se. 
lect friends in Rome, to announce to them 
the glad tidings, and give them an entertain- 
ment suitable to their rank and to the joy- 
ful occasion. But he was determined first 
to ascertain, on the surest information, from 
his brother himself, the authenticity of his 
intelligence, that, in case of any error or 
design in the accounts he had received from 
a stranger, his folly might have, on disco- 
very, been exposed to public observation. 
The moment, however, after he perused 
Charles's letter, he renewed his former in- 
tention, and went m person to every family 
who had shewn him the attentions of hos- 
pitality and polite reception, and requested 
the honour of their company at his lodgings | 
a few days afterwards, in order to enjoy the 
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pleasure of their society, pu to e 


an event which he should impart to them 
when assembled, and which he did not en- 
tertain a doubt would afford their benevo- = 
kw minds very high egy. 


I 550 interval 3 receiving nne "= 
letter, and the day of entertainment he had 
ordered for his respected friends, Belford 
wrote him, that, at the same time that his 
heart beat with joy on receiving such de- 
lightful accounts of his situation from his 
own hand, he gave him his assurance, that 
both himself and Aurelia would, perhaps, 

in less than three months, if heaven per- 
ee embrace him at Leghorn: mean- 
time, he requested that their correspon- 
e until that time, . be E 


Tue day by" festivity arrive. The Mar- | 


quis of Solerno, the Counts of Castallianco, 


Princisco, Pignatelli, with a few more select 
persons of the first fashion, or of high worth, 
with their ladies and families, dined with 
Belford, at Devent's Grand Hotel. It is 
a news paper-like thing, to detail a re- 
past, be it ever so sumptuous. An epi- 


Ito every particular: —a 
gentleman may be able to do so, but he 
cannot disgrace himself by the meanness 
and unmanliness of the enumeration. Suf. 
-fice it to say, that the entertainment was 
splendid, served up in the highest taste, and 
conducted with all that elegance and order 
which might be expected from one of the 
first gentlemen of fortune in England. It 
was pleasant to observe the different, yet 
not t contrasted manner of the party.— The 
ne or reserve of the master of the 
feast;” Aurelia, and young Altamont, was 
much relaxed by that charming vivacity, 
mingled with elegance and fine breeding, 
which characterize the first ranks in Italy. 
As the strangers could speak the language 
of Rome with facility, (Altamont excepted, 
who yet understood all that passed in con- 
versation) this cireumstance contributed in- 
finitely to increase the joys of the day. All 
was regulated by that decorum and urba- 
nity which distinguish, at this time, in most 
nations of Europe, the higher circles from 
those of inferior rank. At Belford's table, 
decorum and urbanity were the effeèt, how- 
ever, not of a high and polished education 
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© pe 3 a were the indie of e — 
for it was this worthy man's care, anne 


he travelled, or should travel, to become ac- _ 
quainted only with those individuals and fa- 


s who rise above the crowd, and Who 
singularly virtuous and exemplary 

in manners;—His own natural dispositions 

5 led him to make this selection. But he 
had an additional motive for this caution. 
It arose from his attention to her Who Was 
the last remaining pledge of pious and 
most tender love, and hope of once too hap- 
py union Not that Aurelia stood in need 


of any additional example of goodness, but 
her father wisely considered, that the more 
frequently and the more uniformly young 
minds are accustomed to behold the amia- 
ble and respectable qualities of our nature 
displayed in the characters of those with 
* they converse, they themselves be- 


f wel 25 
The en were e charmed with the man- 

ners of Aurelia and of Lord Altamont; for 

this young man made one of all Belford's 
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come gradually more virtuous and accom- 
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5 idea of her superior capacity and excellent 
et Altamotit lab 


parties. They were both conspicuous for 


that modesty which fever sits so becoming 
on vouth.“ The young lady spoke Italian, 
4s de chave already mentioned, with ease 

5 8 bed. dlegance, (making just allowance for 


gh accent.) and conveyed a very high 


Kispositions by: the sentiments whinh ahe 
; % ad under Some 

ifticulty from a want or flueney in expres- 
ir in the l ge of the coun- 
ally of a reflect 


ode a; Alden de 3 muse on the 
beloved face of his Aurelia, when he could 


. p —_ . 2. ö . 5 dia Is . | 
do it 7unneticed;!- His silence was elo- 


quent : for silence is often eloquent. He 


listened with the countenance of placidity, 


and with the attentive and elegant manner 


of a well bred gentleman, to all that passed, 
and ebpecially to the remarks or short rela- 
tions of any lively story from the ladies: 
He had his reward ;—for, during his stay 


at home, he experienced the highest degree 


of kindness and eee _ en the fa- 
ee were n sent 
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Hates: a . non spent at dinner and | 
5 n in the pleasant communication 
of mutual sentiment, the company took an 
airing. They were engaged by Belford, 
when he first requested the honour of their 
presence at his hotel, to return in the even- 
ing, and partake of a musical repast. He 
had been at pains to engage some of the 
best performers in Rome to attend his 
guests Fand, at an hour not very late, the 
party re- assembled, and found an orchestra 
elegantly fitted up in a very Sple 2ndid 
und ade Dritt — +} -and--4 | 1 
Italians and Germans ready to 1eatertaif 
them with Orphean strains :—For ' what 
music on the globe can compare with that 
of Rome? The words being pronounced 
by the vocal performer with all the pathos 
of sensibility, and pronounced clearly and 
fully too, produced: a re influence 
on every musical en,, 941 
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45 After a Lond Which lasted four hours, 
and one of the most perfect in exeeution 
which this great city could produce, the 
company were conducted to another superb 
apartment, where a light, elegant collation 
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perange and moderation in all their 


at 


2 Sasures and scenes of bertivitv. so. ol 


late hours were their utter a- 
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version. By 1 L 0 clock they ee 
Aren keen on reflecting on the ra- 
tional joys of the day. As: they were just 
about to depart, and the Countess of Cas- 
tel Bianco observing it was not yet late, 
the Prince de Pignatelli gently addressed 
dn n Shat- 1 ole, Waben 


kind chat og m_ 3 eee 
present feelings, that it was an effort to 
leave such pleasant society; but as the ex- 
ample of persons of their order was of mo- 


ral importance to society, he hoped. and 


entreated that the liberty he had weben 
would be forgiven. | 
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The Countes bowed cant aca in a 
thanked him for * ob- 
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The day after Belfort gave the enter 
tanment to a small” party 80 well entitled 
to his best attention, he received 4 lerter 

| from his brother Charles, Which afforded; 
him the highiest satisfaction. In this letter, 
he mentions” the exertions he had lately 
made to settle his affairs at Leghorn, in a 
shorter period than he had formerly inti- 
mated to him: he would now, by the con- 
tinuance of those exertions, be ready to 
sail for Britain three or four weeks sooner 
than he formerly imagined he could effect 
this object: tat the eireumstance which- 
had produced this agreeable change, was 
the arrivals, from very distant parts, of seve-- 
ral richly, laden merchantmen, much soon 
er than was expected. Charles assured his 
brother, that, in four weeks at farthest, he 
should be fully prepared to receive him; 
and, after spending a few days in so noble 
a city as Leghorn; he sheuld find à vessel 
perfectly to his mind, and to the taste of 
his n Wy to sail from thence. 
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e our iaveltdee were enable of any 
species of dissipation, of curse they spent 
their time at Rome in a most agreeable 
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1 Winnt * The infinite 3 monu- | 
ments of ancient Roman grandeur, —the 


many magnificent modern palaces, above 


all, the stupendous cathedral of St e 


the places of public entertain : 
and the daily society of their select friends, 


Denabled them te pass their time with 
; more  pllvanitages © than mere ninloorm ent." 19.7 
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ter carried their observations much farther 
than our ordinary itinerants; and they dis- 
played a spirit superior to those vulgar pre- 
juclices, which in every country flow from 


the sources of a weak understanding, or a 
narrow and bigotted education. They as- 
sembled every Sunday, and sometimes on 


5 | other days, with their fellow-christians,” to 


pay homage to their Creator: They Per- 
ceived external forms and ceremonies to 


which they had not been accustomed in 


their ow] 
rites wil 
Perhaps they secretly lamented that so 


ry, atid they perceived these 
Le i; pt of rational toleration. 


much superstition should be mingled with 
tio: Vet both Belford and Aurelia 


have -often declared, with visible emotions : 


* 
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; An e efiaheichetity: ob 
5 heart, that they have often, at Rome, an . 
in other parts both f Italy tand France, be. 


beld, wich the highest: Satisfaction, auch, 


cymptoms of genuine manly devotion, as : 


might put to shame many of high profes- 


sion among those who call themselves the 


Reformed, Church. They frequently saw: 
priests of various ranks, from the highest of 


the Hierarchy to a humble curate, perform 


the sagred offices « of religion with eyery des i 1 


= 


gree of becoming grayity and apparent sin 
ity, and heard them pronounce. dis our 
ses, as sound, in doctrine, and as pure in mo- 
rality, as ever were ante 5 ANT, me 
or presbyter of. Britain. „oni Das women 


1 


No gentleman. ahould.p presume to say, he 
had. made the grand tour, in order to see 
the world, and to improve his mind unless 
he is conscious that he either has most as 
siduously made previous preparation for 
travelling, by a proper acquaintance. with, 
ca! learning; or has been attended by 
an enlightened tutor, Who, in some degree, 
night, by his assistance and instructions, 
compensate to him What he Kanted, in ne- 


| or a telerable Knowledge 


ces ne | 
8 cotntries? ät this day, without some fund of 
8 i MTN” and modern learning, more espe- 
i out the knowledge” of che history 
and more particularly still, with. 
of the History of 


ran 


5 : 7 IR o ebuntry, refleets just disgrace on 


an vbüng inan of birth or /afffuence; who 
bad opportunities of acquiting knowledge 
befdre he went abroad. But, alas? 60 it 
bas been, 80 it is, and so it will be, till other 

metliods are adopted at home, and at the 


Dnivertities, with young men of rank” or of 


wealth: The wisest and most virtuous! part 
of mankind cordially agree, that this me- 
thod must be more strict than domestic and 
academical discipline. For want of atten- 
tion te these most interesting objects, both 
en are decply affected. 
einne STITIC * I TO! 91681 10 8815 Hei; 
Belford began now to prepare for his j jour- 
2 to Leghorn He and Aurelia employ- 
eck some days in taking leave of the fami- 
Bes who had paid them so many polite at- 
tentions, and even shewed them instances 
of the most genuine hospitality: And in 
this business Belford was not actuated by 


the vulgar and e idea of 778 
many unfeeling strangers or travellers _ 855 5 
very country, namely, that taking leave, e- 
ven after receiving the highest favours, is a 
matter of mere good - breeding or ceremony, 
where the heart has no concern. No: — 
The sentiments of this amiable man were 
far more exalted. There was not a plebeian 
idea durst enter his honourable mind. He 
was fair, candid, and a e in all his pro- 
fessions, and in all his actions. He bid his 
friends farewell with dee ee and affec-. 
tion, a Wishing them all those blessings 5 to! 
Ne 15 rn lovely Aurelia. joined cor- 
same i SEBRIBENES: at wn 4 4 


— 


br n * Ak scene 1 now N 
which was to put to the test the nicest sen- 
sibilities of this n en woman. 
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3 e Mr Belford, „ 
morning before he was to set out for Leg by 
horn, that having given his honour to, his! 
former guardians and professors at Oxford, 
that he would visit Switzerland, before his 
return to England, he could not think of 
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remaining, at Rome after — f 
such endearing society: That it was his 
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8 most earnest and anxious wish to have the 


** 


the several Cantons 


to accompany Belford: | and his 


—— — prepennce: 


sidence to Britain; but that so sacred he 


had held, and he trusted he ever should 


hold, his honour, that he was resolved to 


spend a few weeks in visiting Geneva, and 
of that ua een e 


* 1 
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Int hu ka himbelf 
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Ji bnd ever ee friend, he could not con- 
deal the internal emotions which agitated 
his whole frame: For, in fact, he was now 


engaged in a very serious warfare; no less 
than whether love or honour ahbuld pre- 
_ inn: * Lat 55005 
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„ ena 1 native virtue of 
his soul: he was enabled to preserve his ho- 
nur, without forsaking his love. He form- 
ed a bold resolution. With equal manli- 


ness he put his purpose in execution. He 
requested Belford to favour; him with a pri- 
vate eee off . was 
"451 . eme if 


tee 1 


Eren undlehe cothted ito) Belford's Me 
ments 1: 38d F, : yioi50? anmnig5bas 05ue 
fl oved 53 fleiw eins bas Je91189' 1208 ft 
Sdortly after they entered the room; AI 
tamont, with dignified: compoure; ant with 
the most profoutid rebpectfulness, opened 
his heart to his friend, as to a parent: He He 
frankly acknowledged he had, from esteem 
and love, and by every tender attention, en- 
deayoured to gain his daughter's affections: 
that he had been careful that every part 
of his conduct, since they became acquaint- 
ed, should be not only unexceptionable, but 
should be markedly attentive: to the young 
lady. Forgive me, Sir, (he added) when 
IL presume to say, that IL have, for same 
time past, flattered myself with the fond 
hopes that I am not quite indifferent to the 
beloved Aurelia. To her I have never ut- 
tered one expression on the subject on 
which I have now- entered with you. I 
my eyes have spoken the passion of my 
soul, for this I am not accountable. I know | 
the value, the justly inestimable value you 
put upon the adorable treasure; and that 
mere rank and fortune are objects, in your 
51ght, comparatively contemptible, with 


| qualities Wn yery differ 
former, I venture not even to mention. In 
my own mind, I assign them no other rank 
un things adventitious deserve: but if, to 
these accidental circumstances, 1 have JeeT 
$0 fortunate as, in your opinion, to show 
Forth the indication of any superior endow- 
ments, and of those eee which bear 
even but a remote resemblance to your own, 

affer me to entertain some hopes of your 


countenance, when I approach the lovely 


ö to . yore at her et.” We 


— 


 Belford hows eh niodest Shinn r 


ng with every degree of polite at- 
tention: and though he was uniformly un- 


der the guidance of the laws of caution and 
Prudence, he resolved at once, like a man 
of honour, as well as an affectionate parent, 


got to keep the mind of this amiable young 


young man in suspence.—In few and sim- 
MD: . thus re . 


I „The expressions of esteem and affection 
kor my daughter, and for the sentiments 
Which you have now made, do you the 
Breatest honour. I frankly tell you, for a 
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b time past, I have entertained 
à very strong partiality for your belevolent 
character and dispositions — I will also be 
free enough to inform you, that, remarking 
very early your attachment to my beloved 
daughter, I wrote to a faithful friend in 
England, who is well informed of the re- 
spectability of your family and their con- 
nections, and who, could give me the most 
perfect account as to your own exalt- 
ed character. It is with heart - felt joy that 
J assure you, the result of my anxious en- 
quiries have been not more to my satisfac- 
tion, than to your honour. Delicacy, and 
my contempt of what wears the most re- 
mote appearance of adulation, forbid me to 
enlarge on this topic. When I say, that 
Four worth, in my mind, adorns your rank, 
IL have only to add, that vod have my most | 


Sa 7 - +45 


mediatelx to my ** Aurelia :—And, if 
you have already secretly won her heart, 
m shall both. xe receive a father 8 e 


Ky Pt thoee. superior spirits, Who are ever a- 
live to sweet sensibilities, are struck with 
ecstasy, on bebeing, in the mirror of fan- | 
| Vor. II. M 


fut de che: ae Lavinia, gathering, 
* spike: after spike, her 5paring-n banale. *— 


nature, may figure the brightened ene 
of Altamont, who, almost persuaded, from 


signs that lovers only know, that he enjoy- 
ed no ordinary degree of favour with Au- 
relia, and transported by her father's ele- 
Sent and manly consent to his addresses, 
could scaree utter one word in return. His 
soul was overwhelmed. The same feeling 
of gratitude which Palemon-experienced on 
viewing Acastor's dear remains,“ that 
noblest of virtues r e Altamont's heart 
with the most exalted sensations of the 
same kind :—He fell down at Belford's 
feet : He kissed his hand, —and poured 
forth the prayer of -reverence and affection 
for him who was soon ama 


| RT ears. 


i Has Aae been minted, in dhe 
purity of taste, with wings: — On these Al- 
tamont flew to his beloved. But, recollect- 
ing himself for a short while, before he 


approached her sacred presence, delica- 
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ey. e and every grace PR virtue 
were the ornaments: of her character, —he 
determined to collect all his force of mind, 
and, from respect to his fair one's dignity, as 
well as to his on, to address her in strains 
different far from the mad, intemperate Jr N 
gon of 1 lovers. 3 


we atone; not-to FROGS the first meet- 
ing of this delightful pair, after Altamont 
had parted. with Belford. Fancy may;—fan- 
cy must paint here.— And they who cannoſt 
figure what passed, when this excellent 
young man opened his soul to Aurelia, — 
nog ne Soul 1 nor. heart. 5 


He addressed in like a 8 2 like 
a ee — The most ardent affection was re- 
nine | in expression, by good sense and 
reason. Aurelia, animated by the noble 
i of honour and truth, after a 
moment's hesitation, began with a voice that 
would have allayed the most savage breast, 
and charmed the wildest discord, into calm 
attention every accent breathed the soft 

mo | mind :—Her words 
were + befitting a divinity * with a fal- 
M * 
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- tering voice, acknowledged” that she had 
long esteemed him, (at the word esteem, 
Altamont turned pale,) and that esteem 
Was still heightened, if possible, by the 
; very high estimation in which he stood 
with her ever revered father. Seeing Al- 
tamont in some agitation and di 


istress, she 
endeavoured, with much confusion, to ex- 
plwain her truly delicate and refined senti- 
ments more to his comfort and satisfaction; 
therefore, soaring above silly affectation 4nd 
dissimulation, she frankly made known to 
him her unbounded love and affection':— 
To describe the transports of the happy 4 Al- 
tamont would be impossible: — Oh, to 
lovely woman! he exclaimed, am I then to 
be blest with the most perfect of human 
beings —to be- to be- I am distracted 
with pleasure —0h love! thou pleasing 
painful torment, is it possible for me. to en- 
joy my present felicity! -A thousand times 
blessed be the heavenly power that has 
made me thus happy What language 
can paint the emotions of my soul! —Here 
he flew to embrace the idol of his affection, 
| and again exclaimed,—am I then tobe made 
LD” : A thousand times more than happy, by the 
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possecsion of the hand and heart of the most 
beloved of her sex. Aurelia, with the most 
| heavenly and beverly sweetness, blush- 
ed consent. 


- Thux-did this pr cms; wi as 
full consent of Belford, bring to a hap- 
Py issue the great object of both their 
wishes, without foolish precipitancy, or those 
tedious. delays occasioned by sordid and 
interested views of settlements, jointures, 
pin-money, &c. No :—The parties placed 
confidence, and they had every reason to 
place unbourde confidence in each others 
integrity and wurth :;—hence it was resoly- 
ed, on both sides, to reserve A unplea- 
sant, (though necessary) business, till they 
Should meet at Mugazes . = 


After | 3 interviews, it was resolved 
that our travellers should proceed directly 
for Leghorn and Switzerland. Altamont 
discovered all the symptoms of the fondest 
affection at parting with her who was now 
his bride in the sight of heaven :—He-yow- 
ed, and vowed again, everlasting fidelity. 


but such vows were not requisite from such 


| os. 


a..goul :—He assured his dearest friends, 
that, if it pleased God, he should, by the 
expiration of two months, pay his de voirs at 
Munster Abbey, being determined to make 
no unnecessary delays in passing through 
the different places which it 'was resolved 
—A on On pots 
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_ CHAP. V. 


Nat morning, by «i SIX o clock, yp party 
set out on their respective journey. We 
leave for a time the British Peer, and ac- 
company Belford and his Aurelia to Log: 
horn. | 


2 ” 


In a few 3 * d at as noble = £ 


city, vying with the metropolis in gaiety of 
every kind, and far, far exceeding | it in 
commerce and wealth. 5 - 
We may conclude that Charles was a 
waiting, at the lodgings he had provided for 
his brother, with a variety of emotions, af - 


fection mingled with shame, and gratitude Ns 


with the highest esteem. But it had been ; 
ROOT; fixed. on, by the delicacy — 


© ov | MUNSTER ABBEY. 
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ad sense of Belford, that when he and 
his brother should met, not one word 
should be utter: not ou reference made 
to whatever had been, But all buried in e- 
? ning. oblivion. . 


The . Was 1 as Fs be ex- 
pected between brothers of such excellent 
hearts ;—and their tender and intereſting in- - 
terview was not a little affected by the pre- 

sence of Aurelia, who, on this occasion, act - 
ed no indifferent part. She embraced her 
uncle with that filial (we may justly call it) 
affection, and unaffected ardour, which af- 
forded the most unequivocal evidence of 


| her native "IO: 


| Fre we enter on the pleasures, the en- 
tertainments, or the amusements at Leg- 
horn, it may be useful and instructive to- 
that great. proportion. of mortals, who nei- 
ther do think, nor can think for themselves, 
to look back a little, and. revolve in their 
understa andings, (such, as they are) the re- 
solution which wisdom and delicacy. dictat- 
ed to Belford, respecting the mode of meet- 
ing his brother — We haye just said, 
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|: that it had debt fixed on as a settled point, 
by this good man, that not one word should 


3 be uttered, not one reference made to what - 


ever had been, when they should meet, but 
all buried in everlasting oblivion. This re- 
solution, on the part of all men of good 
sense, who have either had the misfortune of 
being put to shame by relations; or who have 
unhappily fallen into quarrels, colities; or ab- 


sence of 1 intercourse with friends, or even ac= _ 


quaintance ; this resolution, we say, is found- 
ed on this wise axiom, namely, That mutu- 
al explanations, or accusations, respecting 

disagreeable circumstances, instantaneously 
tend to irritate :=The first effect of this ir- 
ritation, is to call forth some species of de- 
fence :—The Second, is to retort :—and the 
third is, to make the breach wider than e- 
ver. The manner, therefore, truly wise, is 
that which Belford adopted, and ought to 
be a model to all persons placed in similar 
situations. We say, similar situations: for 
there are some singular exceptions to this 

general rule. There are cases of so trying | 
a nature, as put even religion to the everest 
test; and here, we do affirm, their laws pers 


8 
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| mit, nay, command us to „Shun all uss in. 
tercourse with persons who are capable of 
wounding the feelings of another, —by.writ- 
ing torrents of abuse, or by using severe lan- 
guage, and the most bitter reflections,—even 
though true. To the honour. of birth, edu- 
cation, and of principle, there is no instance 

of a man born a gentleman, or who has 
been taught his duty by elegant; well-bred, 
and well informed parents, who was ever ca- 
pable of forgetting the language of a gentle. 
man; much less of such expressions com- 
mitted to paper :—the low-born, ill-tatored, 


only fall into this detestable practice. But 


Charles, as soon as his brother and niece 

had taken some refreshments, begged leave 
to have the request of his worthy partner 
indulged; which was to have permission to 
pay his respects to Mr and Miss Belford, im- 
mediately on their arrival at Leghorn.— The 
Hos pitable and polite offer was received with 
gratitude. Charles returned to Mr le Fevre, 
and conducted him directly to his brother's 
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hotel. The countenance: and manners of 
their new friend wefe visibly pleasing to the 
strangers, and they were a just index of his 
heart and dispositions. It was noon, when 


Belford arrived in town: M. le Ferre, 


therefore, requested the honour of Belford 
and Aurelia's company to dinner, at what 
hour would be most agreeable to them. 
Charles fixed the time; and he conducted 
his brother and niece there at the hour 1 N 
1 7 88570 for their entertainment. e 


I filled Belford's ben with —— 
pleasure and satisfaction, to see his brother 
the companion and the favourite of this ex- 
cellent man; nor did it lessen his agreeable 
feelings that he was enjoying the comforts 
and elegancies of life, not only as a partner, 
but as a brother, with le Fevre. The wealth 


which flowed in upon this great mercantile 
house, was the effeet of industry and of 

honourable transactions: And this wealth 
displayed itself in part, on his table, —yet 
without profusion or ostentation. The en- 
tertainment was elegant. He had notice 
from Charles of the day when his brother 


should arrive, —nay, that he should be in 
Leghorn by eleven in the morning, and had 
therefore, not only made an additional course, 
but had also invited some of the first com- 
Parr in n te de of the e | 
Xo 12 n 
5 10 ac __ Fond hood. not. the falls a or 

F —_—_ to produce all the first wines of. the 
Continent. But, at this table, as in most 
foreign nations of the southerly part of Eu- 

rope, intemperate drinking, to their honour, 
is unknown. The pleasures of the table 
were enjoyed with moderation and with e- 
legant festivity. The repast did not occupy 
much time, for it was proposed by Charles 
to go to a very celebrated Opera, where, 
that evening, a new. performer from Pisa 
was to make her first e, EY 


"hi 3 -_ the SER = my Set 
out, and were feasted in proportion to the 
delicacy and sensibility of their musical or- 
gans. Madame Cori sung with enchanting 
taste, and was received with repeated bursts 

of applause. Indeed, the whole entertain- 
ment was conducted in a manner worthy 
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ef so noble a city as Leghorn : They spared 
no expence to procure the best performers 

from ie n of We e n _ Ger- 
5 een 


It had Do W on, ee chats i t 
off, to return to M. le Fevre's to supper, which 
was a cold collation of all that was rare, and 
in season. The company remained only two 


hours; yet, during that short time, the hospi- 


table landlord had the address to introduce a 
variety of topics equally informing as enter- 


taining. In a particular manner, with great 


candour he enlarged on the superior style 
of music in Italy, to all nations of the world, 
adding, that his own native country was 


not only far inferior in that respect, but also 


affirmed that the French, like the English, 
have no marked e music of intrinsic | 


5 merit or me. 


wy Belford had e at . a de- 
dire to see every thing in Leghorn which 
deserved the attention of a traveller, one of 
the gentlemen present, and an intimate 
friend of le Fevre's, politely offered his ser- 
vices, and requested to know at what * : 
Vor. II. - | 
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= no personal 


— 


; | do himself the 1 


next rang he shou 


-- Nour to call on him at the hotel. Twelve 
_ o'clock was agreed on. The object of first 
importance which demands the attention of 
a benevolent and public spirited traveller, 
is the harbour, the ware-houses, and ship- 
28 ping, of this illustrio 


s place. + Leghorn « car- 
ries on a trade far superior to any city on 
the Mediterranean, and displays benking g 


proofs of that affluence and fullness which 
commerce never fails to produce, when the 


nent is of that mild · nature which 
t of Italy has for a considerable time 


experienced. The next source of pleasure 
wich opened to their view, was the ele- 

. _ gance and splendor of several of the public 
= buildings. - After a few hours spent in this 


dal entertainment, Lavanti, their con- 


"+ "re proposed to introduce” Mr Belford 
to some of the principal English merchants 
_ who resided in town. This Proposal v was 


ntive and er meme i ravell 
en; as his stay at ooh was 9a to 


3% 


ES be short; and as his great object in every 


rt of his tour was to know the customs, 


the e the, HOES; and mas of the 
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countries ne which he N as far 85 
as his time would permit, he declined 
for these reasons, any introduction to his 
rymen on this occasion. He was im- 
gent to proceed: to — and na- 
turally concluded, that if he was to become 
acquainted with so respectable a body of 
men as the gentlemen of the Merchant's 
Company at Leghorn, he should be obliged 

to prolong his stay beyond the time which 
he had fixed for his departure. A few 
days more, however, were devoted to visit 
different parts of the city and adjacent 
country; — and the hospitality and polite- 
ness of attention he experienced, were sur- 

passed only by the elegant and instructive 

communications he received from the se- 

lect foreigners with which Mr le Fevre 


and Charles had made him acquainted':;— — 


And the 'pleasure the Italians enjoyed in 
Belford and his daughter's society, was 
wonderfully heightened by the facility 
with — n * the een of his: 5 


—_— 


The 51 of myo was now bt x 
The intervening days were spent in the- 
N. 2. Jo 
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4 l duty of taking leave * their 9 
nerous —— | T 


: * cannot t be e that Aurelia and 
her beloved Altamont parted without the 
most endearing expressions of mutual in- 
variable attachment, —and with promises 
of as regular correspondence as possible, 
till the period of their separation thould ex- 
pire. Accordingly, the day before Belford 
left Leghorn, Aurelia received a letter from 
her beloved, dated from Berne in Switzer- 
land, giving her the pleasant intelligence, 
that he had as agreeable and pleasant a 
journey as he could expect, apart from 
the idol of his heart; — that he was in per- 
fect health,. and well received by all to 
whom he had letters of introduction. He 
had seen Geneva, and gave a beautiful 


5 0 5 3 f : 4 . a o 4 
description of that romantic city, a- 


dorned by every object in nature to ren- 
der it delightful, especially by the lake in 
its close vicinity. As Aurelia was educated 
with singular. attention by the best of pa- 

rents, she was of course acquainted inti- 
mately with the geography of Europe, and, 

indeed, of all the globe. She relished 


therefore a minute account of this celebrat- 
ed city, — but could not help lamenting to 
her father, that spirit of folly and absurdity 
which Altamont took a notice of in the close 
of his epistle, which marked the political 


sentiments of the Genoese, —de mocratic, 
to a degree inconsistent with that subordi- 
nation which is the very bond and cement 
of society. Hence, he observed, the inso- 
lence of mechanics and the rabble,—who- 
all erected themselves judges in matters of 
state; While every man of wisdom and of 
modesty knows, that there is not one of a 
thousand in any, even the. freest state in 
Europe, who is entitled to converse on 
the subject either of political or religious 
government. Altamont sagaciously remark- 
d, that politics is a science, and a profound 
science, — which the ignotant or the half. 
learned should not presume to give their 
sentiments on, —much less dare to violate- 
the public order by emgting: to. take 
a share 1 in administration.. 2444. $3588] 4 


1 Was ——— address her next 3 
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to spend three weeks. She contgayig wrote 
Him, expressive of the tender sentiments of 
Her unalterable esteem. In all the beau- 
ty of female delicacy, she bids him hasten 
- His return to his native land, as much as 


was consistent with fulfilling the plan of 


bis travels,—giving. him, at the same time, 
the most perfect assurance, that his idea 


was engraven on her heart in indelible cha- 
racters, and that her ambition was, and ever 


* 


should be, to improve herself in those valua- 


ble qualities, as well as elegant accomplish- 


ments, which e can render man or wo- 
man r noble. 


The adit and attention of Charles 
ee not only an excellent vessel for 


Belford's family and suit, but every kind of 
comfortable stores, to provide against the 
accident of a long voyage.—It was fortu- 


nate that he was so provident; — for, by con- 


trary winds, they were at sea some weeks 
| longer than they ee 9 


There Was, 1 no stormy or tem- 
tuous weather ; the vessel Was well | 
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--manned,—ar a the hip was agreeably 
increased by Mr Belford's permitting two 


English gentlemen, who had been at Ve- 


nice, to sail with him and his friends. 
his accession gave more variety to their 
conversation, and to their amusements, 
especially as both the gentlemen evident- 
ly appeared to have received a liberal e- 
ducation : a circumstance which, with a 
very few more qualities, (prudence, tem- 
perance, industry, and good temper,) will 


ever carry a man through the world, with 


credit to himself, and with aatiafac tion to 
hi- — and n 2 7 


One of the "iſa was. * a remarka- 
ble grave tur 
tenance, the traces of sorrow or disappoint- 
ment. Belford, wishing to render their pas- 
sage as pleasant as possible, endeavoured, 
with all his address, to preserve his party in 


the best spirits; and, in a day or two after 


they set sail from Leghorn, 


», 
N - 
x, 


„ or rather wore, in his coun- 


strangers, with his native openness of man- 


ner, his name, and place of residence in 


— 2 cause of his 
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Teflge of each 


Journey to the continent, and the. 
loss he had ee 
them to Aurelia and Charles, and expres- 
ded his benevolent; wishes that their 80- 


viety 7 be mutually while they 
ene an now e bee take 


ere dou twelve. months ago. The 
name of this gentleman, my cousin, who 
was so obliging as to attend me on my 
journey, is Meredith, and was born in Shrop- 


The party had now such general 
er, as rendered their inter- 
eourse more easy than it poad could have 
been without these mutual communica- 
tions. Indeed, they peifoctly: possessed 


that noble openness of soul which charac- 


= 


« 
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iS nation on earth. F rankness, nt unsuspi- 
ciousness, appear in all their manners, with 
the exceptions of some individuals in high, 


80 


and in commercial life, who have permitted 


their souls to be tarnished by cunning and 


2 reserve. 


* the 9 of the fourth day after 
leaving Leghorn, Aurelia observed to her 
father, that she could not help noticing 
a certain kind of oppression hanging on 
the countenance of Mr Piercy; and that, 
though his good- breeding led him to make 
every exertion to preserve his spirits in 
proper tone for company, yet it was ob- 
vious that this was a severe constraint on 
his internal feelings. Belford agreed with 
his daughter, that there certainly was some- 
thing resting heavily on Piercy's spirits, 
adding, that he would endeavour, to the ut- 
most of his power, to raise them, by exhili- 
rating conversation, and amusing histories 
or tales. Meantime, it farther occurred to 
this worthy man, that, as nothing tends 
more to alleviate inward woe, over which 
the unfortunate or the distressed are ever 
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to brood, than to have a proper 


f opportunity of pouring forth their heart to 


aT 


the benevolent and compassionate, it might 
5 therefore relieve his mind to give a rela- 


tion of his story or his affliction; and that 


he would first try this expedient, the for- 
mer ae follow wo ae Vs more ef- 
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In the afternoon of the same day, there- 
the Belford, with the address of a gentleman, 


entreated Mr Pierey © to forgive him for pre- 
suming to ask a question, concerning the so- 


lution of which he could say, from his 
he was anxious from the most Abeinterested 
motives. Pierey made him welcome — 
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Syrr 3 spirits, would not fail, to di- 
minish, in part, that load which evidently 
bears you down.“ Piercy thanked him, and 
replied with composure: My tale, Sir, is 
no secret in my on country; it is, too, the 
tale both of distress and misfortune, and 
you and the company shall immediately be- 
come acquainted with it, if you have pa- 
tience to attend.” He then proceeded in 
r hint he ren hr 2 TN 


It seems as if I had been doomed the 
child of sorrow from my earliest hour —for 
in a space little more considerable than that 
above mentioned, my tender mother fell a 
victim to my introduction to life: Langour 
and faintness succeeded excruciating pain, 
Cher fleeting spirit vanished, and left 2 
world in which she had passed but few 
years, though these few were numbered by 
her sufferings ! Unfortunate in wedlock, — 
delicate in health,. a martyr to feeling and 
sensibility, she had few objects of attraction 
left behind her. Alas! I was the only one 
which might have been dear to her, and 1 
cost her her existence. My infantine years 
(uninteresting to all who are not connect- 
Vol. II. e 


a by consan r seemed 4 wholly unim. 
pottant to my father. I shall pass them 
oper: The only trait which seemed promi- 

nent in my mind, was a pensive, indescrib- 
able regret for my dear departed parent: My 
fancy pictured her in almost every circum- 
stance of life: -I felt her loss deeply. fain 
Would my towering spirit have flown to 
those regions of peace, which she, no doubt, 
inhabits, to enjoy her embrace, to lay my 
weary head on her maternal bosom, and to 
deposit there every secret of my heart, had 
not religion checked this presumptuous 
ish, and made me feel, that if Tthus long- 
ed to see that parent I had never known, 
| boy Who, from an involuntary irresistible 
impulse, was ek les nge of 205 fore, 
| that must my adoration be,. hat my 
desire to behold that evbrinil benignant Pa- 
rent, known to us by his mercies, and his 
preverving grace, in every occurrence of 
fe, and admirably provident in all the ar- 
rangements of the Creation? My father 
(peace to his shade) was just the reverse of 
hat Tam told my mother was: Unfeeling, 
formed of cold clay, and made up in a 
course athletic form, he was a perfect sen- 
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gualist —his horses, and his FRE the 
scrupulous study of every thing that could 
invigorate and preserve a wordly existence, 
these were his only cares :—Shortly after 

my mother's decease, he married a beauti- 
ful interested young woman, by whom he 
(though at an advanced age) had a nume- 


us family. 


* a oaglogrndem me, a 3 me to 


mine own free agency, till, by degrees, he 


began to dislike me : My step-mother in- 
cessantly armed him against me, having al- 
Ways regarded me as an intruder in ber fa- 


mily, and an unsucceessful candidate for 


those affections, the alienating of which from 


her family, she would have deemed an un- 


pardonable usurpation. I was, in a manner, 


an orphan, though not fatherless. To please 


all parties by my absence, and to employ 


my mind, I entered the army, in which my 


father expected me to live on my pay, in 

order to dispose of his ample fortune in fa- 
vour of his children of the second marriage. 
I took my leave of him at Brussels, where 
be and family were on a party of pleasure : 


and, when I was a dependant in his house, 


O 2 


259 © MUNSTER ABBEY. 


and watched on every side for three 
months, my nature was analysed, and my 
conduct scrutinized daily, to find out some 
particle of guilt, which might have entirely 
thrown me from my father's heart, (if there 
1 had ever dwelt). Always of saturnine 
habits, T courted solitude, loved books, con- 
templative scenes, affecting topics, and in- 
dulged gloomy ideas. From this languor of 
the mind, the beauty of Camilla de Clerey 
roused me :—Graceful in her appearance, 
and accomplished beyond the power of de- 
scription,—T loved her with a phrenzy I 
now blush to own. I was born to love,— 
to love to madness. I could do nothing te- 
pidly :—At this period my every power was 
absorbed, my every happiness concentrated 
in one object those charms she really did 
not possess, my fabling fancy lent her.— 
Love decked her mind and body, and my 
romantic brain made her an angel.—She 
was to me, wife, mother, sister, mistress, 
friend! Camilla, of an attractive person, 
young, warm, and passionate, certainly lov- 
ed me, but ĩt was such a love I hate to recol- 
lect it it was a sensual, a transitory love, 
— a love of vanity —to be brief, —We were 


. wanted 1 by an Englick chaplain, 
r she was the — of a ruined, b 
ricious nobleman, who. meant to repair his 
finances at the risk of her connubial happi- 


ness; and I, though once heir to an im- 


mense fortune, was only heir at will, it be- 
ing acquired; and well I know that this 
imprudent step would forfeit n__ eite 


might have had to my father's e countenance 


and e 


See F every enjoy- 
ment, as sable night sets off the starry or- 
bits; or a black ground shews forth the 
sparkling diamond. Stolen hours of bliss, 
—nNocturnal rambles,—moon-light appoint- 
ments, — anxious absence, —ten thousand 


time, and made life appear too short 
a period for love. At last the fatal order 


to join my regiment in America announced 
to me a speedy and heart breaking parting: 


When I left my wife, I was in a situation 
little short of madness; for our union seem 
ed to me rather the connecting of souls 


than the n . of * and 
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persons. e then, dear gentlemen; (a 

tear stole from his eye) judge, I say, my 
feelings on my return, — to find Camilla had 
' get aside our marriage, which was account- 
ed invalid, and had united herself to a na- 
bob, for the love of gold. My father died, 
and, having disinherited me, and I faced 
to sell my company to pay a few trifling 
debts of my own, and to defray the ex- 


pences of having incumbered myseif to as- 


sist a brother- officer. The only friend I 
had in the regiment, to whom I had confid- 
ed every. thought, was killed by my side in 
the first campaign; and I returned to my 
native land, merely to find false friends, 
Dejecting acquaintances,—and. departed 
school-fellows,—and to see how differently 
Mr Piercy, heir to an estate. and Mr Pier- 
ey, ruined and disinherited, was received in 
the world. For a long time I was a com- 
plete man- hater, and the veriest wretch on 
earth ;—at length, however, religion and 
ö Philos phy cured me, and I assumed a tran- 


quil gaiety ; 3 and am determined, through 
the thorny journey of life, to pluck every 
flower which Providence may place on the 
abited: different = 


road-side. * have u int 


n 


1 
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of Italy tor many years; on account of the 


cheapness of the country, which enabled me, 


on the smallest pittance allowed me by a 


distant relation, to support myself as à gen- 
tleman. Heaven never degerts the m 


and those * . n 


My n Mr Meredith, wh accompa- 


nied me on my journey from England; has 


been my constant companion; and I have 


found the greatest assistance from his be- 


nevolence. I am now independent, and I 
trust shall never prove ungrateful We 
were last at Venice together for the pur- 
poses J have already had the honour to men- 


tion to you, and the circumstances of which 


are singular enough. My youngest step- 
brother, in spite of the antipathy of his 
mother, and the hard usage of my father, 
had ever shewn the warmest affection for 


me, and marked my melancholy with re- 


gret from his earliest years, Indeed I was 
kind to him; and, in many instances of life, 


both by advice, and what pecuniary” aid 
was in my feeble power, I was a second 


father to him- We always corresponded, 


and he ä me to all his other * 


„JV 
T 9 N 2 K 


IT 


eing my father's i injus- 
he ee at e on 


He CM Fan — 
the once dear partner of my 
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entlemen, 1 have done 


1 trust, however, 
will not be wholly eee, as it pre- 
sents some instructive 
U 
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The bn Pes though much entertained 
5 by Piercy's interesting story, were, at the 
same time, exhausted by the length of it. 
The hour of dinner approached, — their spi- 
rits were revived by good cheer, and easy, 
elegant conversation. Meredith was a plea- 
sant, good-humoured young fellow, who, 
from pure. friendship, had accompanied 
Piercy in his journey to Italy. He told the 
party, that he had no story to succeed his 
friend Piercy's, as hitherto his life had been 
all sun-shine. Yet, adds he, I expect to 
Share, like others, a portion of these ills to 
which all mankind are exposed. My 
friend's history, I think, will guard me a- 
gainst one rock on which so many ill-fated: 
mortals split, which is never to be precipi- 
tate in any one 3 880 to be aan WM 
in life. ä 3 inn 


45 5 


| After . Meredith 8 the com- 
pany still somewhat grave, and therefore 
proposed to give them a specimen of his 
musical talents :—He, sung well, —like a 
gentleman but he was no superlative a- 
dept. He requested lovely Aurelia, (whose 
name we long to mention) to do him the 


* — * 
. 
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1 a song. which, if * ould 
ao, he would; be happy to perform 
a best of his 3 Aurelia, Wh was 


song aig could oe eung at present, ne 
be one which called to their mind with 
would, she was persuaded, be highly grateful 
tao the company, if Mr Meredith would favour 
them with Britannia rule the waves.” He 
sung this air in true style, to the great satis- 
faction and exhilaration of his audience. Af. 
ter alittle interval, he entertained them with 

a few more airs of nab inks bop, 
——ů— = 
: ther men possessed the powers from 
nature of performing vocally. And deli- 
cacy forbade addressing Aurelia to bear h. 
part for obvious reasons. During the re- 


5 . rar the voyage, Meredith was the 


party, for, besides his musical 


| good sense and | good temper, Ms — were 


JJ. ˙ a oo 
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i in him) are always faxcinating to nw n= 
| boon WHT" WORE BEE th 


"Git travellers now piorokedic dh W 


of that country which the glory of all the 
earth. They landed at Plymouth in per- 
fect health and good spirits, though some- 


what fatigued by the length of the voyage, 
and by tossings from contrary winds. It 
was therefore resolved to spend two days 
at this place, chiefly on dear Aurelia's ac- 


count, who, though in good health, yet 


wished for some rest and relaxation at land. 


The shipping, che harbour, and fortifica- 


tions, afforded them amusement during their 
short stay here for For the town does not de- 
serve te be mentioned, either on account of 
beauty or 8 3 


This W SN party must now be sepa- 


rated, never to meet again in these sublu- 


nary regions. The parting was interesting. 
Mutual good wishes were expressed with 


unfeigned sincerity. Piercy and Meredith 


were obliged to return by the way of Ports- 
mouth, on account of business of import- 


ance; and Belford, Charles, and Aurelia, 
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| set off directly for their own TE TTY pa- 
radise. When he landed at Plymouth, Bel- 
ford immediately wrote to his ste ward, inti- 


mating his arrival in England, and that in 
six days from the date of his letter, he pro- 


1 * he at Munster 22 75 ch N 
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Ar the time appointed, the long Hoe 
travellers arrived. It was rather at a late 
hour,—and by intention, —that the villagers 
might not be thrown: into any bustle, by 
running out from their houses to pay their 
heart- felt respects to the adored lord of the 
manor. Indeed, Belford had expressly 
charged his steward not to mention any 
thing of the letter he had received from 
Plymouth, to any but one or two of the 
servants of the family, Who bad been or- 
dered several weeks before to have every 
thing in perfect order, and to receive the 
family at whatever tame they W N | 
It was a transportin g. a colonial omen to 
lovely Aurelia, to find,” the moment she 


entered her own apartment, a a ſetter from 
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ber We Alvimont's She opened it with 
that delicate, that exquisite sensibility of 
soul, Which 4 being of an ordinary nature 
can form no idea of. Salutations of love 
were impressed on every word of the epis. 
tle, and she lifted her eyes to heaven, ador- 
ing that goodness which had preserved in 
perfect health the treasure of her soul, and 
which opened to her the prospect of be- 
holding him not Joes hence. at her father” 9 


1 


This letter Hot Alben filled Belord 
{i Charles with the most delightful emo- 
tions. Who can paint the sympathetie 
beelings of 3 benevolent and affectionate 

arent and uncle, with a child who is wor- 
thy of their most feryent affection, and who 


| 8 _ - commands their esteem by filial ent Ins 


by oma; 1 cM 2 
But we must not omit here a very inte 
eg circumstance to every virtuous and 
: benignant soul, which is, the ecstacy of 
transport which every servant of the family 
Aiscovered on the arrival of their master 
And his dearest child, after so long an ab- 


— 
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sence. And the scene was ca still . 6 


more interesting by those mingled feelings 
of joy and sorrow, which nature called into : 
collision, on recollecting the logs of their e- 
ver-beloved and valuable mistress. n 
ford and Aurelia received them all in tlie =” 5 
| kindest and most gracious manner; and, with 


that condescendence which elevates and 


adorns our nature more than all the bauble 


of titles, and the splendour of wealth, en- 5 


quired after their health, and the health of 
the wives and children of those who had 
families. Thus they laid down their heads 
on the pillows of sleep with that conscious 
ness of virtue, and with that rational sense 
of the divine beneficence, of which, alas! 
80 many of the great and the wealthy in 
all ages, cannot, from their lamentable ha- 
bits of dissipation, form even an idea. 00 
ye infatuated beings of either sex, placed 
by heaven's command at the head of great 
er or lesser families! of what pleasures and 
joys do ye deprive your souls, by haughti- 
tiness, by tyranny and severity, to those 
partners of your kind, who, (but for some 
small accident, a few generations or a few 
years bagk) might have been placed in the 
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HD very same ; cuperior stations ich you hold ! 1 
Te want all principle, —and therefore ve 
can possess nothing that is valuable. Kind 
| Heaven, however, be praised, that among the 
HE great. and the wealthy, come excellent spi- 

28 kits are ever to be found, who make it a 
5 SCIEN« A to shew forth a Spirit 
3 "e's Wade, mildness, and gentleness, to 
all their de antics, —10 reward their faith- 
—_— Services —to.patronize their children in | 
= - wiews of raising themselves in the 

world. For the well-informed man, of the 

. noblest blood, never forgets, that a few 
generations past, the founder of his fa- Eh 
mi might have been some humble pea- 
1 Sant, or some industrious artisan. Pride e- 

ver degrades high birth, and fools of qua- 

3 28 1p: cuſs . e 8 
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254 transaction was now to e hive at 

- antes Abbey, which puts to shame a 
Et very large portion of the human race. Bel- 
ford was now to fulfil his promise to his be- 
© Joved brother Charles. But as delicacy 
marked every part of his conduct when he 
© conferred any favour, he was resolved to 

Ove this nice virtue on the o- 


b MUNSTER ABBEY. 
casion, whth the n rerupulous att ntion. 
The idea of laying his brother under an O 
bligation was too gross for his pure and ge- 
nerous soul. He determined that the an- 
nual sum which he should settle on Charles 
should be held by him as an evidence of 
brotherly love, by the acceptance of N. 
Accordingly, the morning after his return 
from Italy, Belford proposed to Charles to | 
walk in the garden for half an hour, ' 
solving to execute his benevolent purpose 
in a moment; and, of course, without for- 
mal address, or the most distant reference to 
_ what had been. This good man had early this 
morning cast his eye on the state of his affairs, 


and found them in the most flourishing « con- 


dition. — He saw himself possessed of a clear 
landed estate of twelve thousand pounds per 
an. and eighty thousand pounds in the funds. 
—In two sentences he imparted his whole 
þ scheme to his brother: My dear Charles, 
| let me intreat you to add to that felicity 
which 1 already experience, by the good- 
ness of heaven, in the temper and manners 
of my-Aurelia, by complying with a request 
I am to prefer to you, Wide the ut most ar- | 


dour of fraternal affection.” —— — e dearest 1 
Eq 5 


A 5 1 make me happy by your r And 
A en he embraced im: 


will is, and ought to be, and e- 


Vor chall be, a command to 5 L also re- . 
1 ä to know what that : will is * WY 


- . 
2 


: _ f 


Belford Mw late 1 Charles, 


5 has he) my fortune is overgrown :—it is 
far more than I was born ever to expect. 


= 1 have found this morning, by glancing o- 
ver my books, that I have a vast estate in 
land, unincum bered by a single shilling of 
| debt, and a very considerable sum in the 


funds — the former will be an ample for- 
tune for my Aurelia ;=the latter I request 
vou to share with me. Know, you will 


— 


f * 


3 4 few moments ; and then, in broken ac- 


nec 3 Charles) ha, did ow | 


 Chartes was OVET- 3 He LW 


4 f 


"cents, and in a kind of a soliboquy, or fit * 


absence, exclaims,—* Giver of all good, I 


dere behold thy paternal hand. I feel, 


5 I h extacy of gratitude, thy meffable good- 


ness to a prodigal child. I devote my fu- 
ture life, by thy aid, to. temperance and to 
eee ene 1 Tye 1 bal bless 


N 8 
ay 


* A turning. to ed kb 
look more expressive than a seraph could 


ther! thou art more than man thou art. 


an emanation of divinity !—My soul i is over- _ | | 
whelmed by thy unparalelled benignity. -I 


know thy exalted mind scorns all adulation 


and praise. I receive thy bounty with the 


warmest rare gratitude —and I bless 


1 was a scene 3 * the 1 


= ing Angel. We see, Such things are, 
in this world; but, alas! they rarely.* are.” 
The reasons are obvious. The very first les- 
son most children receive, is, to pay an im- 
plieit respeet to rank and to riches, inde- 
pendently of the character and manners of 
the possessor. In the country especially, the 
reverence which the peasant is taught, al. 
2 most from infancy, to pay the lord, knight, or _ 
squire of the-manor, aproaches to adus: 3 


-—not that we mean to insinuate here, in the 8 
most distant manner, that the great duty of 


respect for superiors should not be sacredly 
inculcated on the minds of all young per- 
sons: —we only complain of that indiseri- 


paint, he adds, —* My. brother! my bro» 1 


ts 3 Togo NEB. 


in eee abr. 


minate respect which most parents, in the : 
presence of their children, pay frequently 
to on mast mch; .. 78 


On the other daa to FRAY the tender ; 
mind to look up with affection and regard 
only to the worthy and virtuous, has a most 
. Happy tendency, when the lesson is given 
with sound judgment, and with a good 
heart. Indeed, if any of these qualities are 


_ wanting, the lesson is not only lost, but per- 


verted to the worst of ends. A parent of 
à weak. understanding, and of a bad heart, 
is under the influence of mean prejudices, 
and very often of the lowest bigotry. Hence 
the child is taught, not rarely, contempt for 
SYNETIOrs, and Wat insolence and audacity 5 


and peace of Society... In a particular man- 5 
_ Her, if the parent is of the last description, 
* nr endeavours to inspire his 
ren with the utmost aversion from e- 
very supexior or equal, who does not hold 
the same creed of superstition which infests 
his own plebeian mind; and which he dares 
by the sacred name of religion, | 
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The reyerence which was _ to Belford 5 | 


by all around him, old, and young, was a 
tribute justly due to god-like qualities of 


mind and conduct. The parents who train- 


ed their children to pay him this reverence, 
acted a worthy. part; and, by this species 
of culture, the peasant and the cottager 


taught their 3 one of the ee Sh, = 


duties of life, 
A few days as © Delifed's 6 . at tis By 
plessed mansion, his neighbours, of various 
ranks, came to pay him their compliments, 
ust in the ordinary manner, which gene- 
rally signifies nothing. The intemperate 
only shunned his house. In the course of 
some days, these visits were vo made. And ; 
no he resolved to lose in making =, 
the round of all his indes — by 


Aurelia, that he might have personal ac- 


quaintance with the circumstances and at 
tuations of all his farmers, peasants, and la- 
bourers. These dependents heard of his 

intended tour, —and they heard it with un- 


feigned joy,—for they knew it was their 
common parent who. was to take a mild, a a 


—— 
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Pettevdlent, and liberal view of all their Tas 
ten and oy all that concerned them. "Ig 
The ber, the dated 16 cli honest 
farmer, was the object of his partic alar at- 
tention. And indeed, he was blessed by 
having, almost to one; all his farmers of this 
dieseription. I any of them had met with 
an unforeseen calamity, by the loss of any 
part of their substance, he remitted a cer- 
tain portion of the rent, according to the 
Taue of the eircumstances. If any had 
shewn a very superior degree of industry 
and of i ingenuity, in improving his farm, and 
Buy raising superior crops to his neighbours, 
such a man was distinguished by him with 
some badge of honour, or some useful pre- 
sent. The less industrious he gently admo- 
nished, and N his 8 7 of their fu- 
ture 1e | 


: Dit the 8 — the cottagers, were 
the objects of his most particular care. He 
considered them, as every man of sense and 
reflection does, as forming the strength and 
riches of every country on earth. He made 
a most minute enquiry into all their wants 


4 * 


.... 


stablish them in that branch of business, or 
mechanism, in which they excelled. After 


75 


and e and a since he wok: 
the last tour over his lands. With pru- 
dence, with humanity, with soft and win- 


ning expression, he imparted his favours 

to them he won the affection and hearts 
of all ;—he left not one in misery behind 
him, in whatever respected those moderate 
comforts of life, which best befit their sta- 
tions, and which are ever most favourable 
to their non: behaviour, 


The young 1 men 3 women on bis estates, To 
who distinguished themselves by uncommon 
ingenuity, industry, and good conduct, he 


marked with particular fayour, and gave 
each of them some token of his regard, 
which was an incentive to their future ex- 
ertions. To youth of opening genius, (we 
mean who she wed something of originality 
or invention in their callings,) he became a 
willing patron; and never failed to carry 


them forward, by pecuniary aid, and to e- 


making, every where, a very minute inqui- 


ry into the effects of his last visit to his peo- 
| ple, and especially into the use they made 


a" 
8 * 
' * 
* *＋ 
# 
I oe, — 
> 
4 2 
Bs — 
" 
4 
” . 
4 | 
— * — 
8 
; . — 
: 8 > 
5 2 * 
* >. * 
* 
5 SS 
1 > 
= . 9 
8 . . 
— 
5 
3 
a 
* 
1 
- 
= 
. 2 
— 
» 
. D 
33 
8 
— 
= 
* 
cf 
a 
N = 
8 a 
* = 
* — 
- 
* 
— 
5 
= 
- 
- hy by 
* — 
1 - 
* - 
+ 
— 
pom 
— 
> 
— 
"A 
A 
* 
8 
Js 
A ; 
3 — — 
1 
_ » 
* 
* 1 
— = 
” 
F 
5 
* 
. 
OE. 
— 
—_ 
"= 
* — 
7 
_ 
— * 
%- 
- - _ 
© 
— 
= 
[ 
- 
* 


— 


— 


which he then disuibuted among — 
id having received a most catisfac 
account of the effects of his- 
58 benevolent actions towards ere he re- 
d to Munster Abbey, with sensations 


4 + 


© Ye great: ones of this 3 we humbly 
f 8 respectfully beseech you to hold ever 
mn your view such noble models of exalted 


virtue — then shall you taste a Species of 
ey, whieh in vain you pursue in the 
_ gratification of frivolous amusement, fashion- 


able follies, and in the listless and melan- 
choly haunts of intemperance and sensu- 


shall very ere . it, after mentioning 
the reason why he made not one in visiting 


the estates of his brother. e 


1 


* 


6— ces Fane 


ta him. He had le 
his errors and strayings from the Paths of 
wisdom, in former days, the two 
heads of this family, and their” eldest son, 


oc had: OE in candy] life, much in- 
debted to a family in the vicinity of Mun- 
ster Abbey, for their affectionate- attentions. 
arned, that, amidst all 


were his steady and unwearied advocates in 


every company; that they uniformly Lab, 
saged his return to his brother's house, 


as a penitential and a virtuous man. The 


name of this e Was —_— _ N 


20 


| 8 . Dy io of tis 1 5 
absence from home at Draper-hall,. —- and 
was received with most marked attentionnss 


and affection, above common fashionable 


politeness. He returned not however to 

His brother, until he had ob tained the pro- 

mise of all the family to pay an early visit 
to Munster Abbey, and to spend some days 


witk his brother and niece; for they had 
only * their ee in form at * 8 


n „ 
4 \ — A: * 4 FE: 5 3 #: . 4 3 e 


The scheme we — 5 just W at, 8 
which Belford was so sanguine to accom- 
. W 


ebenen — was u young 
wan, 1 thirt: OI: renner: 
[ie e. nf ater binn and 
edt n 1888 a: Heng 


3 by. his Jos ng — $0: the: habjes, 
of order the practice of virtue, and the 
* of; a, manly. py dene aun . 
and dixsipation, = ado. exprexions of 
-countenance. would have forsaken han... 
| CE ing eye wilb at onoo dtingusb 
the le e from the man of 
d 8 8 ne bea me n 
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— did not need-t9. a ad 
gument to induce a brother 


c 
for a young lady ge of Wa Cane 
_—_ of these accc ' 
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he modestly expressed himself) happ 
through life. He insinuated to his brother, 
that, during his visit at Draper-hall; the eld- 

est daughter of that worthy family 5 
more ur attracted | bod n —$he. 


(he added) Form —— arid Frey 
vation in life, to observe the sacred ada * 


* 


| to take no momentuous step in life without 


us deliberation, and without employing 
time to form a proper decision. I have re- 
solved to discover, above all, the temper of 
her to whom I shall give my hand and 
heart. Many other qualities I know are 
important in a partner for life, but -with- 

out this, all, all lose their virtue. A few 
weeks hence, the family of Draper-hall are 
to pay you a visit, and, during their stay 
here, my eyes nor my understanding shall 
not be unemployed. And I intreat, my 
brother, that you yourself will make-»your = 
silent observations on Miss Louisa Draper, 
for her person is intuitively unexception- 
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? Belford was a to find Charles Lg 
Wan disposed to enter into his views,— 
more especially as he had, during the — 
he made the visit to his estates, learned, 
that one of the ſinest places in England, 


not above nine or ten miles from Munster 


Abbey, was to be exposed to sale at Chris- 
tie's in Pall Mall, five or six weeks hence. 
An estate of three thousand a-year,—high- 


y cultivated,. - most enchantingly situated, 


and adorned by a mansion-house built in 
the Gothic stile. The money which Charles 
now possessed, conv ina he was now pro- 
prietor of the sum in tlie funds which we 
TY have ene) was more than equal to 
tte purchase —a d he proposed the scheme 
tt his brother, who, to the end of Belford's 
fe, acquiesced with ready consent to every 
scheme he devised for him, and to . 
Counsel which he offered bim. * 


The ae of 112 any Abe re- 
-Ceived orders to appear at the sale, and to 
8⁰ a certain 1 in his offers for Ben- 

nington Castle. The purchase was made, 
 —all necessary rights and titles to the e- 
State > drawn out, and put in registration ;- — 


and 8 Belford. x was now an opulent | 
squire, not two hours journey from the re- 
vered author (under ene of his i 

ae. if | 


e Belford had ee an act TY 
generosity to his brother, of which no age 
affords. many examples, he resolved to pay 
a visit, Font he had long intended, to one 
of the worthiest characters i in the land, 8 
one of his own first favourites. This Was a 
Mr John Hammond, a vicar on one of his. 
estates, about fifteen. miles from Munster 

Abbey. Here he spent eight or ten days, 

with that ineffable pleasure and are e 
which flow from rational and virtuous con- 
atic 1, where two souls are in perfect u- 

nison. Hammond, like Belford, was a man 
ol letters, and a polished gentleman. He. 


— 1 4 


was also a man of. public spirit, an 
very worthy. Briton, enthusiastic 


ed to his King, and to re of. 
has: n 4 gags i ne of Echo-qutins- 


'S 


xperience, that the © various 


turns of fortune ponder.” His story is wor- 
thy of being transmitted to posterity, for 
more reasons than one; — though that one 
18 -=4 (0p as B be seen 0 that > road 
of 1 it. ELD 
| Tha was thi ee ee Keeper; 
ble merchant in the city of Norwich. He 
Was the second of four sons, all of whom be- 
camo presperous in the world, so far as the 
| acquizition ere or; at least, ann 


After bee ces thb at echt which 
rwich*ecould afford, he was sent to Cam- 
bridge, where he very soon distinguished 
Himself by assidurty in his studies, by su- 
perior abilities, and by exemplary correct- 
ness of manners: —of course, he received 
very marked attentions from some of the 
first professors of the University. He car- 
red the premium on several occasions, by 
distingaishing himself by the superiority of 
his compositions on literary subjects; and 
| delt his chad mater with che reputation of 
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He PR br ONES] a a as 5 
to go into holy orders; and his father, who- 
was a man of sense and virtue, not only did 
_ not thwart his inclinations, but cherished the 
good: 5 he nt in 10 amia- 


* * n an; year wk dis: age, 5 
| i into priest's orders: and in eighteen. 
months afterwards, he was called to an-of- 

ice of a very sacred nature, which requires 
not only much caution, and the manners 
and address of a gentleman, but the 22 
rior qualities also of a good. understanding 
and a well-principled mind. The 1 
mean, was chaplain to a regiment. Never 
was a young, man of his profession more for- 
tunate in a department of this nature. He 
remained five years with one of the most. 
respectable corps in the British service- 
During this space, all his officers, from 

the Colonel to the youngest subaltern, dis- 
covered such particular respect and atten- 
tion, —nay, partiality and affection to him, 
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man has ever displayed more of the man- 
ners and behaviour of a well-bret gentle- 
ating to all men, except the 

rude and vulgar) and of the decorum of the 
D _ Clerical character, than such as have been 


melancholy exceptions, owing. both. to the 
"defective: educ ain. 
and of the younger oſſicers of many corps: 
be, eee eee 


— b 
— above e of his attentive: — 
men but adored. him... "The additional al 
bin . de many kind offices to the men 
who had f -he- entered into all their 
distresses, —he was truly a partner in — 


z | w6es—and he was indeed their affec 
. as . as n fairen 1 chaplain. 


as * 5 


"The. fa * II 
e Munster Abbey. Belford was 


charmed with the accounts he had often 
heard of him from a young officer, the son 
of a F e squire who had been to 
see his father on leave of absence. This 
young man, on a visit to Belford, expatiat- 
ed largely in praise of Mr Hammond, and 
asserted, with youthful ardour, that there 
was not an officer or soldier in the regiment, 


who did not revere, and love him with all 


their heart. for (he added) he is the de- 
lightful, but exemplary companion of all 
the gentlemen of the e ee —and the . 


e of 12 _ men. 


At n a that is SING one! vears 
ad nine months after Hammond had join- 
ed the regiment, a living of frve hundred a 

you in the 3 wa Belford, became vacant. : 


* 


call made at Munster Abbey, immediately 


on the demise of the former ine umbent. 


> a: FORE? raperioy! young man 
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Belford resisted all solicitations with the 


nen firmness; — but one IO ora- 


cen bs expressed himself, that he deter- 
of to his 


. 


Belford's table rng young — 
mentioned, and a single post was not lest 
to make every farther enquiry, which du- 
ty and prudence required. And, in a very 
short while, Mr Hammond was ER 
| ai: the- ne * enen, 

— eee Apes 55 
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the happiness they were to enjoy from the 
fame of this young man. And his recep- 
tion by them was a demonstration of their 


oy - 
: + 1 87 ** 


In the near vicinity of Woodland, lived a 
family of singular worth, with whom Ham? 
mond became very early acquainted after 
35 ent. Tue nme of 7 
He was ee with an excellent wife, two 
sons, and two daughters. Mr Hammond 
was charmed with the manners of this fa- 
mily, because they were so congenial to his 
own. Uniform decorum was mingled with 


| ann The * son was. 1 to 
the bar, and was now resident in the tem- 
ple: —the second was a lieutenant in the 
navy: —all who remained at home, * 
were N Langherns: and he ien. 


Tx 


Miss 3 was Ft de with ex es 1 
nal charms,. and mental accomplishments, 


which could not fail to strike every visitor. 


She was affable, gentle, polite, and elo- 
quent; though, like a young * of sense, 
she spoke but little. Miss Lang 

ever, was not quite in the ton, — for she was 
remarkably pious :—But her piety ne ever ap- 
peared but by her conduct, and by her con- 
versation, only in select society, ever mark- 


ing time and place, and never ions 


Oy" before eee n bi 
: Su | h es could I et e a 


mond. who was! feelingly alive to each fine 
e. | He saw, and he admired; Miss 
33 on his first visit. The more of 
Her societ y he was honoured with, the more 
did ber charms of mind and person attract 
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his esteem and affection: He felt a strong 
ambition rising in his soul, to render him- 
self reciprocally agreeable to this amiable 
young lady: — but to accomplish this grand 
object of his heart, he resolved not to re- 
peat his visits too frequently, and thus ne- 
glect his important duty, and wound the 
peace of his own mind. He was 80 firm 
and steady in his principles, that he ef- 
cluded, if Miss Lan ghorne was indeed the 
lovely and respeetable character which she 
appeared to be, he could not act a more 
wise and prudent part to gain her esteem, 
perhaps to win her heart, than to discover, 
in every part of his conduct, a strict SENSE 
| * onen and duty. 


He judged rightly. Hammond's charac- 
ter and manners had made already no 
small i impression on Miss Langhorne's heart. 
But she was prudent and guarded; and, like 
every young woman of sense, she was resolv- 
ed to guard her heart to the utmost of her 
power, in case Mr Hammond should make 
any serious propositions, till such time as 
she should attain as perfect knowledge of 
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his temper and disposition as: *** Her 
precaution deserves applause n ut here . 
Was . 


5 Fa months after this liens vicar | 
was settled at Woodland, he became the 
husband of the amiable Miss Langhorne,— 
with the full consent of her 1 ba- 
5 rents. | | 


ned up by a mother Who Was tho- 
roughly versed i in the whole art of domestic 
economy, Mrs Hammond, though she 
brought but a slender fortune with her to 
Woodland vicarage, became soon a pattern 
to the families around her, (t for being 
a notable wife, for that is a vexatious qua- 
lity) for her elegant simplicity of table, 
and the whole of her family management. 
England undoubtedly excels all the nations 
of the world in neatness and simplicity: 
We refer not to the higher and middle . 

classes only, but even to the lower clas, 

who, in general, are more a than * 
1 common * in eee 1 | 


- Hammond's house was the resort of ma- 
ny young men who were to follow the same 
profession with himself. He delighted in 
their society, (for the worthy of them only 
could find acceptance at Woodland). By 
his conversation, and by his example, he 
conveyed instruction to their minds, and 
improvement to their manners; — and, by 
the pleasantry and affability of his conversa- 
tion, he gained their hearts. The vicarage 
. was never without one or two of these e- 
leves. For this good man asserted, on every 
occasion, that with him it was an establish 
ed and favourite opinion, that every cler- 
gyman of independence, who did not make 
it a point of conscience to have students 
of theology, and young men who had not 
yet been promoted to livings, frequently a- 
bout him, was a disgrace to his profession; 4 
and, if law could permit, sheuld be expell- 
ed from the church. An excellent and 
| benevolent idea! For, who are so qualifi- 
ed to train up young men in knowledge 
and virtue, as their superiors in the same 
train of studies; and, more especially, when 
they are men of exemplary conduct. 
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Man is born to trouble. The joys of this 
world are often mingled, by the hand of 
infinite wisdom, with bitter alloy. Where 
We cannot - ä must learn to 
A cloud was soon to cover a part of the 
| Furr Shes of. our nnn nd. 


oy The W of his beloved pode had * 
ver been perfectly re- established, since she 
had been affected by a fever about three 
years before her marriage. Not long after 
their happy union, Mrs Hammond became 

extremely nervous sleep forsook her,. 
and she discovered visible symptoms of 
some serious internal ailment.” The first 
medical aid 5 in the kingdom was called in; RH 


but it was not the will of heaven that she 


should see many days.“ During her ill- 
ness, which was of no less than five months 
duration, she preserved a serenity of mind, 
and even cheerfulness in conversation, 
which alternately affected her admirable 
Partner, with rapture and grief. Actuated 
by the purest principles, she had her be- 
loved sister and other young ladies frequent- 
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1 with her, before whom she dieplayed a 
Fortitude and dignity of mind which could 
not fail to make the deepest and the hap- 
oye impressions. 


These impressions were indeed powerful, 
-as her most amiable sisters, and others of 
her select friends, who visited her in her 
distress, often acknowledged, after she had 
3 into the . of bliss. 1 


Let us e too long on this 
affecting scene: It was the destination of 
mysterious Providence, that within the e- 
leventh month after the union of these an- 
gelic spirits, Mrs Hammond was to be trans- 
planted into these realms, where sorrow, 
weeping, and pain, are no more.” —She 


gently slept away, in the arms of her be- 

loved and afflicted husband. ; 
_ Grief would have overwhelmed this ex- 
cellent man, and rendered him unqualified 
for the duties of life, had he not learned 

those lessons of piety, and been enabled to 
practise them, which are the solace of the 

soul in * affliction in this sublurary 
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state. He mourned as a man of a Aubin " 


and dignified mind,—that | is, he mourned 
* a e. 


x The family of Draperhall arrived at the 
time they had appointed with Charles to 
visit Munster Abbey. Their stay was ne- 
cessarily short; as matters of the last mo- 
ment were now soon to engage the whole 
attention of Belford and his sweet Aurelia. 
Letters had been received the evening be- 
fore Mr Draper and family arrived, with 
accounts of Lord Altamont, which, had he 
wrote more early, would have filled Bel- 
ford's mind with alarm, and lovely Aure- 
ha's with distraction. His Lordship, for 
three weeks; had been afflicted by a severe 
fever, the effect of cold, but was now per- 
fectly recovered. And he informed his 
Aurelia, with regret, that the period of his 
arrival would be prolonged necessarily for 
four or five weeks beyond the time he had 
fixed for returning to England. The epis- 
tle our amiable young nobleman wrote to 
his beloved, was worthy of the benignity of 
his heart, and congenial to the ardour of his 


Dre. Their souls were in perfect harmony: 


- 
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nature had blessed them with the most a- 


miable and virtuous dispositions, and edu- 
cation had adorned them with every quality 
and accomplishment which can ensure fe- 
licity after the hymenean knot is tied. Au- 

.relia's love was, if possible, heightened to a 
higher degree of warmth, when she found 
her lord so intense in acquiring a stock of 


knowledge and information, which he might 


turn to the highest account on his return to 
his native land. After pouring forth his 
heart to her who had full possession of it, in 
all the strains of enraptured passion, he en- 
tertained her with a short sketch, or plan, 
of the manner in which he was to employ 
his future life, if it should be the will of 
Heaven that he should settle on his estate. 
The plan was worthy of its author. It was 
a scheme of pure benevolence. It was not 
fanciful and aerial. It was practicable, for 
it had been practised in all ages by those 
superior beings who are born to bless man- 


_ de reed in n language n by 
reason and good sense, his impatience to 
embrace her whom his soul loved :—but;, 


{CONT her exalted unders anding, and her 
ration. of every species of excellence, 
he assured her, that no inducement under 
heaven could retard him in setting out for 
Britain, but his ambition to appear more 
worthy of the first and most accom e 
. NON . 


1 wrote aleo to Belford i in a tile 
4 ited to the dignified character whom he 
addressed. It was obvious that his esteem 
Ne. 79 for this good man were as high 
as one can entertain for another. He 
gave a tate date of his studies and ge- 
neral pursuits, adding a few remarks on that 

happy country where he had resided for 
some time and concluded, by requesting 
of him, that if it was consistent with his ma- 
ny plans of beneficence and attention to his 
people, he would meet him at Dover six 
weeks from the date of his letter. In sweet, 
soft, and endearing language, he respectful- 
1y hoped that his Aurelia might be prevail- 
ed on to attend him to that place. 


The request of Altamont to Belford would 
have been perfectly agreeable, independent- 
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17 of a every other consideration, put, in fact, 53 
he had long resolved (for years past) to pay 

a visit, in the county of Kent, to an old Ox—- 
onian acquaintance; and it was fixed that, 
ds so0n as some important matters, respect- 
ing the improvement of his estates, were 
settled, he should accomplish his intended 


Not one day passed in which this admi- 


rable man, and his angelie daughter, did not 


perform some act of beneficence to ner, 
cottager, labourer, or the poor people for 
miles around. His family was an emblem ef 
paradise: His domestics adored him. In- 
_ deed, he was at infinite pains to find ser- 
vatns of the first character for virtue and 
sobriety, and he was almost universally suc-- 
cessful. But his own example, and Aure- 
lia's too, contributed to establish the habits 
of virtue which they had brought into the 
family with them. As Belford was a man 
of sterling understanding, he resolved, from 
the time he became the head of a house- 
hold, to place himself in idea, at all times, 
in the situation of his servants, and to fol- 
low the sacred rule, — To do to them what 
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* ws would wish his master to do to Mn, r 


placed in that humble station.“ Scarce ever 
a servant left him, but to be settled i in a mar- 
ried state, or to be advanced to a higher ei- 
tuation. He delighted to reward merit in 
every rank or calling; —and he had always 
'A number of young persons, of both SEXES, 
in his service; whom he was careful to e- 


ducate in the plain and simple principles of 
religion, and in the knowledge of their moral 


duties; to any of superior quickness, who 
discovered marks of genius, he was particu- 
larly attentive, and never failed to ad VAnCe 
head the world. eee SR 
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